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Exceptional	         Above expectations	             In line with expectations	         Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS USING THE FEATURES OF QUALITY

The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the features of quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were 
confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of
the NCCA, the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support 
service.

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

Feature of Quality 1 This CBA shows good skills of investigation and a capacity to use evidence 
from different sources when answering their chosen big questions. It is commendable that the 
report shows an understanding of how the search for meaning has been addressed in different 
ways and begins by summarising Christianity and Buddhism’s understanding of the afterlife before 
focusing on a film to address this question in more detail. 

Feature of Quality 2 This CBA very clearly shows how the topic explored relates to one or more 
of life’s big questions. The student chooses two well-focused questions, which link together – Is 
there life after death and is it peaceful? The report sets out in some detail how the film relates to 
these questions, using evidence from specific scenes in the film. It is commendable that the student 
avoided simply giving a summary of the film but succeeded in weaving the big question in and out 
of the film. This shows very clearly a capacity to connect the big questions to the film. Further use 
of quotes from the movie would have improved this aspect of the report. This would have assisted 
the student in further relating the big questions to their work. 

Feature of Quality 3 The student’s personal engagement is very evident at the beginning where the 
student explains why this question is of interest to them and again in the final reflections which are 
authentic and honest. The student has thought about the big questions as evidenced when s/he 
states ‘just because we cannot communicate with the afterlife should not mean that there isn’t such 
thing.’ The report could have been improved if the student shared some conclusions and said what 
s/he now believes in relation to their chosen question. 

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:		         Above Expectations

	     


