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Introduction
to junior cycle

Junior cycle education places students at the centre of the educational experience, enabling them
to actively participate in their communities and in society, and to be resourceful and confident
learners in all aspects and stages of their lives. Junior cycle is inclusive of all students and
contributes to equality of opportunity, participation and outcome for all.

Junior cycle allows students to make a strong connection with learning by focusing on the quality
of learning that takes place and by offering experiences that are engaging and enjoyable for them,
and relevant to their lives. These experiences are of a high quality, contribute to the physical,
mental and social wellbeing of learners, and where possible, provide opportunities for them to
develop their abilities and talents in the areas of creativity and enterprise. The student’s junior
cycle programme builds on their learning in primary school. It supports their further progress

in learning. It helps students to develop the learning skills that can assist them in meeting the
challenges of life beyond school.
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Rationale

A growing number of young people are interested in learning Chinese and discovering the
culture and way of life of Chinese people. This short course in Chinese Language and Culture
offers students an introduction to the language and culture of China. It provides students with a
learning base in Mandarin Chinese which they can subsequently build on in their studies. They
also learn about China and they understand and experience many aspects of Chinese culture
which are essential to communicate effectively in Chinese. Students develop their communication
skills, their ability to interact successfully with Chinese people and those from other cultures, and
their capacity to be effective language learners. The focus is on understanding and speaking basic
Chinese in everyday situations through active engagement in activities and through using digital
media. The level of personal proficiency to be achieved in the short course is broadly aligned to the
Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) Al1.1 for speaking and listening, with a lower
level for reading and writing. Students learn to become more self-directed in their learning and
to identify what helps them achieve their goals. Their progress is supported and accelerated by
drawing on their experience of learning other languages. This short course is designed to build
confidence and competence through enjoyment and a sense of achievement in learning to speak
and write Chinese.
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Aim

This short course aims to enable students to reach set basic proficiency levels in spoken and
written Mandarin Chinese, develop their cultural and intercultural awareness, and learn to
plan and evaluate their progress in learning Chinese.
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Overview: Links

Tables 1 and 2 on the following pages show how Chinese Language and Culture may be linked
to central features of learning and teaching in junior cycle.

Chinese Language and Culture and statements of learning

Table 1: Links between junior cycle Chinese Language and Culture and the statements

of learning

Statements of learning (SOL)

Statement

SOL 2: The student listens, speaks,
reads and writes in L2 and one other
language at a level of proficiency
that is appropriate to her or his
ability.

SOL 6é: The student appreciates and
respects how diverse values, beliefs
and traditions have contributed to
the communities and cultures in
which they live.

SOL 16: The student describes,
illustrates, predicts and explains
patterns and relationships.

SOL 24: The student uses
technology and digital media to
learn, communicate, work and think
collaboratively and creatively in a
responsible and ethical manner.

Examples of related learning in the course

Students communicate with Chinese speakers giving and
receiving simple messages. They learn to understand
pinyin and some basic characters. They also learn to
write simple phrases in pinyin and to use characters.

Students explore Chinese culture and language through
activities, cultural events and tasks, through face-to-face
contact and through use of digital media. They learn
about other ways of viewing the world, and of being and
doing. They enrich their emerging sense of cultural and
linguistic identity, and enhance their understanding of
their own values and belief systems.

Students investigate how language works by making
comparisons between Chinese and other languages in a
range of areas including sound, word order and writing
systems. They learn about language-learning strategies
and how to develop those most suited to learning
Chinese, how to take risks and become creative in using
language, and they discover that ‘making errors’ can

be a valuable way of learning Chinese as well as other
languages.

Students source information and content in different
facets of Chinese language and culture using the internet.
They use technology to interact with Chinese speakers

in a variety of ways. They create a range of texts, images
and artifacts using online tools. They complete their
portfolio and store their learning (audio, video and other)
materials online. They also use ICT to plan and engage in
private study.
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Chinese Language and Culture and key skills

In addition to their specific content and knowledge, the subjects and short courses of junior cycle
provide students with opportunities to develop a range of key skills. The junior cycle curriculum
focuses on eight key skills.

Figure 1: Key skills of junior cycle

Developing my understanding and
enjoyment of words and language

Reading for enjoyment and with

critical understanding Yt el
L]

Writing for different
riting for cirterent purposes e Making considered decisions

Expressing ideas clearly and

accurately o Setting and achieving

personal goals

Developing my spoken language
veloping my sp BU2g e Being able to reflect on my own learning

Exploring and creating a variety of
texts, including multi-modal texts

e Using digital technology to manage
myself and my learning
Using language

Using numbers

Listening and expressing myself
Performing and presenting
Discussing and debating

Using digital technology
to communicate

Being healthy and

MANAGING physically active
mip IO © Being social
© Being safe

Being spiritual

Being confident

Being positive about

KEY Bz »
Being responsible, safe
S I{I LL s STAYING and ethical in using
WELL

digital technology

Developing good
relationships and dealing
with conflict

Co-operating

Respecting difference

Contributing to making
the world a better place

Learning with others

Working with others MANAGING e Being curious
g INFORMATION . B
through digital & THINKING . Gathe_nlng, recording, ;
technology organising and evaluating
BEING information and data

NUMERATE

e Thinking creatively and critically

o Reflecting on and evaluating
my learning

o Imagining o Using digital technology

to access, manage and share

o Exploring options and alternatives
content

o Implementing ideas and taking action o Expressing ideas mathematically

o Learning creatively e Estimating, predicting and calculating

o Stimulating creativity using digital © Developi‘ng a POSiFiVe diSPOSiFiOH
technology towards investigating, reasoning
and problem-solving

e Seeing patterns, trends and relationships
o Gathering, interpreting and representing data

o Using digital technology to develop
numeracy skills and understanding
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This course offers opportunities to support all key skills, but some are particularly significant.
The examples below identify some of the elements that are related to learning activities in this
short course. Teachers can also build many of the other elements of particular key skills into their

classroom planning.

Table 2: Links between junior cycle Chinese language and culture and key skills

Key skill

Being creative

Being literate

Being numerate

Communicating

Managing
information and
thinking

Managing myself

Staying well

Working with others

Key skill element

Learning creatively

Growing my
understanding of
words

Seeing patterns,
trends and
relationships

Listening and
expressing myself

Using digital
technology to access,
manage and share
content

Being able to reflect
on my own learning

Being healthy,
physical and active

Learning with others

Student learning activity

Students create and organise events showing
and sharing their understanding of Chinese
culture and language with the school/peers
and the community, e.g. Chinese New Year,
Dragon Boat Festivals.

Students develop an understanding of how
language works by learning a new language.
They learn to make comparisons across all the
languages they speak or study by noticing how
words express meanings.

Students participate in learning activities
which involve using numbers (such as
indicating age, time, distance, quantity, height,
and giving directions) and they notice patterns
as they engage in writing Chinese characters.

Students engage in face-to-face and online
conversations with Chinese speakers from a
variety of backgrounds. They participate in
authentic, real-life activities and tasks in order
to understand what is being said and to convey
messages.

Students use digital technology to access
language and cultural content as well as
learning materials. They use online media to
complete course tasks with their peers.

Students learn to self-assess their level in
Chinese. They reflect on their learning and set
new proficiency targets at regular intervals.

Students explore Chinese attitudes to food
and their role in promoting health and
wellbeing. They learn about and experience
how the practice of martial arts can improve
mental and physical balance. They engage
in cultural activities requiring dexterity and
co-ordination, e.g. paper-cutting, calligraphy
and dance.

Students communicate in pairs and groups.
They create a variety of links with Chinese
speakers in partner schools and communities.
They link with other school subjects: home
economics, to make Chinese dishes; music to
learn to sing Chinese songs; or history to learn
about China’s past.
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Overview: Course

This is a course in Chinese Language and Culture for the non-native speaker, with approximately
70% weighting towards language and 30% towards culture.

The four strands are organised around domains of language use that are seen as potentially
relevant and meaningful to junior cycle students:

Strand 1: Myself, my family and my friends.

Students communicate about themselves in personal settings.

Strand 2: Out and about in public places.

Students acquire language to participate in different public situations

Strand 3: Education and school.

Students communicate with teachers and peers in school/out-of-school settings

Strand 4: Chinese and young global citizens.

Students learn and talk about Chinese people, both in China and around the world, and their
connections with other cultures and peoples.

In the four separate yet interconnected strands, students develop communication skills,
intercultural and language awareness, and competence in digital literacy. While the four strands
suggest a particular order for learning, this can be modified by teachers or students depending on
need. All students are required to achieve the same learning outcomes but will do so to different
degrees of competence.

The short course adopts an activity and task-based approach to language learning. Activities and
tasks encourage students, with the guidance of their teachers, to identify and call on the target
language they need to achieve a Teal-world’ outcome. The target language needed includes
language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing), grammatical forms, vocabulary and
pronunciation (including tones). Samples of each of these are set out in the sample exponents. The
sample exponents set out examples of specific learning which should flow from engagement with
the learning outcomes of the course (Appendix 2).

The Classroom-Based Assessment reflects the learning students undertake in this NCCA short
course. Schools have the flexibility to adapt any NCCA short course to suit their particular needs
and school context. If adapting the course, schools may also need to adapt the Classroom-Based
Assessment, so that it reflects the learning their students undertook. Schools may also develop
their own short course(s) and related classroom-based assessment. Guidelines for schools who
wish to develop their own short course(s) are available.

The learning outcomes of this course are broadly aligned with the level indicators for Level 3 of
the National Framework of Qualifications (Appendix 1).

The Chinese Language and Culture short course has been designed for approximately 100 hours
of student engagement.
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Expectations for
students

Expectations for students is an umbrella term that links learning outcomes with annotated
examples of student work. For NCCA-developed short courses, in some cases examples of work
associated with a specific learning outcome or with a group of learning outcomes will be available.
Schools who design their own short courses may wish to create a bank of examples of student
work for discussion and for future reference.

Learning outcomes

Learning outcomes are statements that describe what knowledge, understanding, skills and values
students should be able to demonstrate having completed this junior cycle short course in Chinese
language and culture. The learning outcomes set out in the following tables apply to all students
and represent outcomes for students at the end of their period of study (approximately 100 hours).

The outcomes are numbered within each strand. The numbering is intended to support teacher
planning in the first instance and does not imply any hierarchy of importance across the outcomes
themselves.
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Strand 1: Myself, my

family

and my friends

Learning outcomes

Students learn about Students should be able to

Personal greetings, 11
showing awareness of 19
conventions ’
1.3
14
Exchanging certain 1.5
personal information 16
17
1.8

Interests and hobbies 19

1.10

111
Sharing information 112
gbout home and family 113
life

1.14

1.15
Sharing information 116
a.bout home and family 117
life

1.18

1.19

understand and exchange simple greetings

use Chinese names and titles appropriately

write their own name in Chinese characters

send simple messages using pinyin

share information about age and birthday

understand and use basic numbers

appreciate the cultural significance of numbers in Chinese*
say and recognise their own Zodiac sign*

understand someone talking about hobbies

talk (like/dislike) about hobbies and interests

appreciate the cultural significance of colours in China®
draw a sample Chinese family tree*

understand and talk about daily life in China/at home
compare some food customs in China/at home™

use digital media to access and share information

draw a sample Chinese family tree*

understand and talk about daily life in China/at home
compare some food customs in China/at home*

use digital media to access and share information

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish
are used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.
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Strand 2: Out and
about in public places

Students learn about

Getting around in China

Celebrating Chinese culture

Going shopping

Going out for a
Chinese meal

Learning outcomes
Students should be able to

21
2.2
2.3

24
25
2.6
27
2.8

29

210
211
212
213
214
215

ask for and understand directions
mark some famous Chinese cities and places on a map”

understand and ask for simple information about the
weather

research well-known Chinese New Year customns®
interpret some simple information about Chinese New Year
organise a spring festival in their classroom/school”
perform a Chinese song/poem/dance

compare teenage ‘must haves’' in China and their own
country”

understand and talk about sizes and price of some items

role-play a shopping event using Chinese currency

create images of typical Chinese street markets and shops*
understand and respond to greetings in a restaurant
design a typical Chinese restaurant using digital media”
recognise some Chinese dishes on a restaurant menu

say which dishes they want to order

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish
are used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.
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Strand 3: Education
and school

Students learn about

Going to school in China

A typical school day

Out-of-class time

Social and other media

Learning outcomes

Students should be able to

3.1 understand and use classroom language in Chinese

3.2 address school staff appropriately”

3.3 talk about subjects studied in Chinese and Irish schools
3.4 compare daily timetables in Chinese and Irish schools*
3.5 askand tell the time

3.6 talk about homework in China and Ireland

3.7 understand someone talking about free time

3.8 askabout student free-time activities in China

3.9 learn about how young Chinese use the internet in China*
3.10 create a group for a Chinese social network™

3.11 set up online links to talk in Chinese*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish
are used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.
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Strand 4: Chinese and
young global citizens

Students learn about

Chinese language in the world

Learning languages

Chinese people in the world

Chinese inventions and
innovations

Learning outcomes
Students should be able to

41

4.2
4.3
44
4.5

4.6

4.7
4.8
49

show where Chinese is widely spoken using a world

*

map
indicate which languages are spoken in China*
compare Chinese and another East Asian language®
indicate which languages they can speak

show what they ‘can say and do’ in different Chinese
language skills

share experiences of learning different languages
including Chinese*

research famous Chinese people and/or events®
introduce a Chinese person/family to the class

organise a Chinese cultural event

4.10 describe a China-Ireland project, e.g. all-China Gaelic

games”

411 describe a well-known Chinese invention®

412 present a short project on a Chinese initiative of their

choice, e.g. saving the Giant Panda*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish
are used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.
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Assessment and
reporting

Essentially, the purpose of assessment and reporting at this stage of education is to support
learning. This short course supports a wide variety of approaches to assessment. Some learning
outcomes lend themselves to once-off assessment, others to assessment on an ongoing basis as
students engage in different language-learning activities such as discussing and interacting,
presenting, researching, and organising cultural events. In these contexts, students with their
teachers and peers reflect upon and make judgements about their own and others’ learning by
looking at the quality of particular pieces of work. They plan the next steps in their learning,
based on feedback they give and receive. Ongoing assessment can support the student in their
learning journey and in preparing for the Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA) related to this short
course.

It is envisaged that students will provide evidence of their learning in a variety of ways, including
digital media, audio recordings and written pieces.

Assessment is most effective when it moves beyond marks and grades and reporting focuses not
only on how the student has done in the past but on the next steps for further learning. Student
progress and achievement in short courses, both in ongoing assessments and in the specific
Classroom-Based Assessment relating to this short course will be communicated to parents in
interim reporting and in the Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement (JCPA). To support teachers and
schools, an Assessment Toolkit is available online. Along with the guide to the Subject Learning
and Assessment Review (SLAR) process, the Assessment Toolkit will include learning, teaching,
assessment and reporting support material.

Classroom-Based Assessment

Classroom-Based Assessments are the occasions when the teacher assesses the students in the
specific assessment(s) that are set out in the subject or short course specification. Junior cycle short
courses will have one Classroom-Based Assessment. Where feasible, teachers of short courses will
participate in learning and assessment review meetings.

Classroom-Based Assessment: Language and culture project

Students will complete a language and culture project as their Classroom-Based Assessment (CBA).

Students are given an opportunity to choose a topic or issue that is of interest to them and to
carry out an exploration over time leading to an oral presentation. The development of spoken
interaction and spoken production will be central to this and students will also demonstrate their
cultural knowledge and intercultural awareness. Other skills which will be developed include
basic research skills, organising material, using key phrases and questions to give shape to ideas,
as well as creative skills needed to prepare a presentation. This Classroom-Based Assessment
provides useful opportunities for using a range of oral presentation styles. In addition, the activity
offers students opportunities, where appropriate, to collaborate with classmates and others in
gathering and developing materials, as they prepare for their presentation.
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Students can use both Chinese and English/Irish. The Assessment Guidelines provide fuller details
on the CBA and suggest a minimum number of sentences in Chinese which students should be
able to use.

A particular purpose of the Classroom-based Assessment will be to facilitate developmental
feedback to students during their engagement with the task and at the end of the process.
The Classroom-Based Assessment for the Chinese short course can be completed in second
or third year.

Features of quality

The features of quality support student and teacher judgement of the Classroom-Based
Assessments and are the criteria that will be used by teachers to assess students’ language

and culture project. More detailed material on assessment and reporting in this short course,
including features of quality and details of the practical arrangements related to assessment of
this Classroom-Based Assessment, will be available in separate assessment guidelines for Chinese
language and culture. The guidelines will include, for example, the suggested length and formats
for students’ projects, and support in using ‘on balance’ judgement in relation to the features

of quality.

Inclusive assessment

Inclusive assessment practices, whether as part of ongoing assessment or the Classroom-Based
Assessment, are a key feature of teaching and learning in schools. Accommodations, e.g. the
support provided by a Special Needs Assistant or the support of assistive technologies, should
be in line with the arrangements the school has put in place to support the student’s learning
throughout the year.

Where a school judges that a student has a specific physical or learning difficulty, reasonable
accommodations may be put in place to remove, as far as possible, the impact of the disability on
the student’s performance in the Classroom-Based Assessment.

Accommodations which enable all students to access learning and assessment are based on
specific needs. For example, a student who cannot physically type may use free dictation software
to complete ongoing assessments and the classroom-based assessment. Equally, a student who
cannot speak may draw/write/type/create visuals and subtitles to present and communicate ideas.
A student with a specific learning difficulty may benefit from having learning tasks and activities
presented in a different way. Comprehensive guidelines on inclusion in post-primary schools

are available here and guidelines for teachers of students with general learning disabilities are
available here.
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Appendix 1:

Level indicators for Level 3
of the National Framework
of Qualifications

This short course has been developed in alignment with the level indicators for Level 3 of

the National Framework of Qualifications. Usually, for Level 3 certification and awards, the
knowledge, skill and competence acquired are relevant to personal development, participation in
society and community, employment, and access to additional education and training.

NFQ Level
Knowledge

Breadth

Knowledge

Kind

Know-how and skill
Range

Know-how and skill
Selectivity

Competence

Context

Competence
Role

Competence

Learning to learn

Competence

Insight

3

Knowledge moderately broad in range

Mainly concrete in reference and with some comprehension of
relationship between knowledge elements

Demonstrate a limited range of practical and cognitive skills and tools
Select from a limited range of varied procedures and apply known
solutions to a limited range of predictable problems

Act within a limited range of contexts

Act under direction with limited autonomy; function within familiar,
homogeneous groups

Learn to learn within a managed environment

Assume limited responsibility for consistency of self-understanding
and behaviour
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Appendix 2:

Sample exponents for
teaching the course

Introduction

What follows provides sample language and culture content to support planning for teaching
and learning in the Chinese Language and Culture short course. These exponents are provided to
illustrate the kind of learning students will need to engage with to achieve the learning outcomes
in each of the four strands.

The sample exponents can also support student learning in a number of ways:

¢ Students can use the exponents to keep a record of their progress throughout the course.
Guided by their teacher they can complete ‘can do’ statements, based on
the exponents of learning and keep a record of these in their Learning Record.

* The exponents can be used to set learning goals and facilitate formative feedback
to students on their progress and suggested next steps in their learning.

e They can also be useful in reporting progress to parents/guardians.

The examples set out here are not prescriptive and teachers should exercise their own judgement
regarding the amount and level of challenge that is appropriate for their students. Teachers may
also decide which of the topics best respond to the interests

and abilities of students at a given time in their learning journey.

A wide range of source material can be used to support the teaching of this short course including
the use of authentic documents, web-based resources and textbooks, or indeed teachers may
develop their own materials individually or with colleagues.
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Sample Exponents:

1.1-1.4: Personal greetings, showing awareness
of conventions

Students should be able to

1.1 understand and exchange simple greetings
1.2 use Chinese names and titles appropriately
1.8 write their own name in Chinese characters
1.4 send simple messages using pinyin

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences
Nihdo. Zaijian.

IRz FElLe

Dajia hao. Laoshi hao.
RE 4 B e
Ni shi na gud rén?
o2 W A?
WO shi  Zhonggud rén.
o E PE Ae
Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
{1 I 7N #5?
WO jiao Li Xidoldng.
Fooom F= ke

Hén gaoxing rénshi ni.
" e UNCE i
Xiéxie!

il

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)
+ Short dialogues on greetings
+ Sounds of Chinese (poem or song)

Speaking (output)

+ Exchange simple greetings

« Ask/answer simple questions

+ Counting 1-5 (counting rhymes)

Focusing on form Reading and writing
New words Recommended characters
wo ni jiao shénme Read: — — = W £

* oo {4 LS S SR N 4
mingzi na gud rén Write: A

e N
hao hén bu gaoxing
S B N2 Learning about characters

shi rénshi Zhanggué Aiérlan » Chinese characters: a bit of history

= Eh[E] BIRL » Using a character writing worksheet
. L » Write simple single characters:

xiexie dajia numbers 1to 5

g R

Grammar reference

+ Pronouns wo and nf

+ Use of the verb jiao

« Use of the verb shi (to be)
 Introduce use of hén

+ Negative form bu

* Questions with ne Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading

» Recognise some characters (on flash

Pronunciation
cards)

+ Role of tones in Chinese

» Read some sentences in pinyin
+ Introduction to four tones

Writing
« Write names in characters
« Write numbers in characters

Developing cultural knowledge

Promoting intercultural awareness

+ First steps in learning Chinese (language and culture) + Comparing ways of saying hello/goodbye in China
+ Greeting Chinese people in family/public settings + Being polite in China/lreland/own country

+ Given and family names in China

+ Introduction to the Chinese writing system

» Using hand gestures and body language
» Choosing a Western/Chinese name
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Sample Exponents:
1.5-1.8: Exchanging certain personal information

Myself, my
fam i Iy an d my Students should be able to
fri en d S 12 share information about age and birthday

1.7 appreciate the cultural significance of numbers in Chinese*

understand and use basic numbers

1.8 say and recognise their own Zodiac sign*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking Focusing on form Reading and writing

Sample sentences New words Recommended characters
Ni  duoda? WO  shier sui. jl sui jinnian dud Read: »~ & /U Ju +
wER? &A= P L% 5% % NI AN
Ni shi shénme? WO shl... da shéngri nian Write: {8 % K I, K
w B fta? ES ==L X 4H £
Ni shéngri shi na tian? yué ri hao shi er
R 4A oy R HE HE2 + = Learning about characters
WO shéngri shi shi'éryue sihao. shi nar dianhua dudshao ) Sln.gleénd cor'npound characters
® EH =5 4—f U E WL AT %1 » Write simple single characters:
number 6 to 10
Ni jia zai nar?
mx & WL
L o Grammar reference
W6 jia zai Shanghai. Struct § b
. e « Structure of numbers
* x® £ bEe _ , )
+ Question words: shénme, shénme
Ni dianhua shi dudshao? shihou, nalf
R HIE = % + Use of zai as preposition
W&  dianhua  shi... * Use men to indicate plural
 HIE e + Date format: year, month, day

Sample real-life texts and tasks Pronunciation Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input) + Four tones marks Reading

- Talking about age, Zodiac sign * Introduction to pinyin + Sample Chinese Zodiac signs

* Numbers 1-20
» Counting and birthday songs

Speaking (output)

+ Dialogues on birthday celebrations
+ Sing a birthday song with your class
+ Counting 6-10 (counting rhymes)

» Greeting cards

» Chinese ID cards/simple messages
Writing

» Draw own Zodiac including character
» Write short messages in pinyin

» Practice writing select characters

Developing cultural knowledge
+ Lucky and unlucky numbers in Chinese
+ The 12 animals of the Chinese Zodiac

+ Birthday celebrations in old and new China

+ Introduction to calligraphy

Promoting intercultural awareness

» Counting numbers using finger gestures

+ Calculating age in China and Western cultures

+ Celebrating birthdays in China/Ireland/your country
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Sample Exponents:

1.9-1.11: Interests and hobbies

Students should be able to

1.9 understand someone talking about hobbies
1.10 talk (like/dislike) about hobbies and interests
1.11 appreciate the cultural significance of colours in China*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Ni xihuan zud shénme?
®oER S M e

W06 xihuan da lanqid.
®OER 7 B

Ni xihuan yundong ma?
o ER oz 12

Ni xihuan shénme yanse?
L S=5 (A Biea?
Nijia you xidogdu ma?

frx A NE 9

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)

+ Young people talk about their hobbies

* Young people say which hobbies they
like best

Speaking (output)

» Ask/answer questions about hobbies

+ Ask/answer questions about favourite
colours

Focusing on form

New words

xihuan zud yundong dalangiu
=5V QI i G v | FTiEER
tizGqid  kandianshi  yéuyong you
Piesk  HHEM ek H
shangwang yanse aihao gou
K gl w8
héngsé huangsé baise chéngse

EIRE) i SIS o)

Grammar reference

* Yes-no questions with ma

+ Express possession with ydu
+ Negative form méiyou

Pronunciation

+ Six basic finals (single vowels): a, o,

e lu, U
+ Placement of tone marks

Reading and writing

Recommended characters
Read: f <4 N,

=l
Write: + 2. H

Learning about characters
+ Pictographic characters: A, [1, %

« Characters with phonetic elements:
i

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading

« Posters featuring hobbies, events

« Internet searches on student past-
times

Writing

» Draw/design a promotional poster

Developing cultural knowledge

+ How much free time do Chinese students have?

» Favourite past-times: shopping, visiting family, sport, etc.
+ Significant, lucky and unlucky colours in Chinese society

Promoting intercultural awareness
» Compare Chinese/Irish students’ past-times
« Compare significance of colours in different world cultures




STRAND 1

Myself, my

family and my

friends

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
1.12-1.15: Sharing information about home and family life

Students should be able to

1.12 draw a sample Chinese family tree*

1.13 understand and talk about daily life in China/at home
1.14 compare some food customs in China/at home*

1.15 use digital media to access and share information

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Sample sentences

Ni jia you ji kou rén?
rx®x A JL O A
WO jia you wu koéu rén.
® % B A O A

Ni you gége ma?

B/ HE

W6  xihuan mifan.
*OEW KR

Listening (input)

+ Conversations about food
Speaking (output)

+ Say who is in your family

+ Say which dishes you like/dislike

Listening and speaking

Zhe shi wd baba, na shi wd mama.
x 2 & 8& I 2 K
WO jia hén da, you wu ge fangjian.
® % R X A #H N FEHE

Sample real-life texts and tasks

» Family members introduce themselves

Focusing on form Reading and writing
New words Recommended characters
jia baba mama gége Read: & g T R -

X BsE i B

jiéjie didi fangjian

Write: & 1§ 4O

HIE s FE
wl zhé na Learning about characters
A X + Role of radicals

kuaizi mifan miantido jidozi * Recognise radicals: & A

BT KR ER BT

Grammar reference
Introduce measure words
Measure word ge
+ Express existence with ydu
Sample real-life texts and tasks

.. Reading
Pronunciation

Initials (1): b, p, m, 1, d, t, n, | + Source Chinese family charts
+ Combine initials (1) and six basic (internet)

finals

» Recipes for Chinese dishes

Neutral tone: ma Writing

» Practice character writing

» Write the ingredients for a
Chinese dish

» Create a family tree (print or digital)

+ Family life and ties in China

Developing cultural knowledge

+ Some well-known dishes from different parts of China » Culture and politeness at meal-times in Ireland/China
+ Importance of food in Chinese life and culture

Promoting intercultural awareness
» Compare family life in China/lreland/own country

» Plan a Chinese meal/dish for your family/friends




STRAND 2

Out and
about in
public places

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
2.1-2.3: Getting around in China

Students should be able to
2.1 ask for and understand directions

2.2 mark some famous Chinese cities and places on a map*

2.3 understand and ask for simple information about weather

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Qu... zénme z6u? Wang zud zhuan.

Freeees /NN <V ¢ o Fee
Zud ji U cha?

)L B FE

Yao huan ché ma? Buyao.
2o EOOE RHe
Jintian Béijing tiangi haoma?
SK A KRR e
Béijing dongtian léng, xiatian re.
JE5 ESN & EBEX e

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)
« Station announcements about travel
« Conversations on directions/weather

+ Weather announcements

Speaking (output)

+ Asking/answering directions

+ Say what the weather is like

+ A'song or poem on a favourite season

Focusing on form

New words

Reading and writing

Recommended characters

zO6u wang zud you zhuan mi Read: & & & F T

SR Vi S R oK Writee & &£ F T

héngllideng 1U  tiangi

ZLERAT B R

xidyl xiatian doéngtian Learning about characters
TR BEX &K + What are character strokes?

ré léng ditd changjiang + Introducing basic strokes 1: dian, héng,
M5 HE KT shu

Béijing Shanghai Xianggang

Jb5¢ s B

Grammar reference
* Question word: zénme

» Use of verb qu
« Express ‘need to’

« Compare bayao and meiydu

Pronunciation

- Initials (2): g, k, h, j, q, x
+ Combine initials (2) and six basic

finals

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading

+ Simple transport timetables

with yao + Tickets for bus and trains

+ Brochures on Chinese cities and
places

Writing

+ ldentify provinces/cities on a map of
China

+ Short texts of some famous places

Developing cultural knowledge
+ Using public transport in China

+ Some cities, rivers, mountains, provinces, etc.

- Introduction to the geography of China
- Some climate differences across China

Promoting intercultural awareness

» Comparing public transport in China/Ireland

+ With your classmates, design a two-week trip to China
How to prepare for a visit to China

» Comparing weather in Ireland/China




STRAND 2

Out and
about in
public places

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
2.4-2.7: Celebrating Chinese culture

Students should be able to

2.4 research well-known Chinese New Year customs*

2.5 interpret some simple information about Chinese New Year
2.6 organise a spring festival in their classroom/school*

2.7 perform a Chinese song/poem/dance

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences
Xinnian hdo. Xinnian kuaile.
e e ¥ PRIR o
Jinnian  shi... nian.

/3,\35 s fﬁo

Focusing on form Reading and writing
New words Recommended characters
guod jinnian chdnjié xinnian Read: #% H 1z & &

o S /T W
kuaile baojiaozi shihou huo

PR AT Wi =

Write: H 17 £ %

Chanji¢ zai shénme shihou? Yiyué hud éryué. héngbao yuanxiaojié yiyué zénme  Learning about characters

#1 £ A mE?  —H =

Zhonggud rén zénme guo chinjié?

T A B o®& OFM

Women hé quanjia yigi guo chinjié.

el IN=ced —f & &

Zhonggudé rén guo chinjié cht shénme?
] A" FT iz e

Women chi yu, jidozi hé yuanxiao.

] iz e iy R JTHe

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)

+ Media texts featuring celebrations
+ Songs, greetings, poems

+ Conversations about new year

Speaking (output)
+ Chinese New Year messages
‘Happy New Year’ chants

+ Short poems and sayings for new year

—H- K TUR T —H Ea + Introducing basic strokes 2:

L _ pié, na
quanjia yigqi chi yu
Eed —ft Iz

+ Combine use of strokes

Grammar reference
+ Expressing days and dates
+ Use of huo

Pronunciation

Initials (3): zh, ch, sh, r Sample real-life texts and
+ Combine initials (3) and six basic tasks
finals
Reading

+ Chinese banners/couplets

+ New year cards for friends and
family

* Recipes for new year
Writing

+ Chinese New Year greetings
* Write names of some dishes

Developing cultural knowledge
+ Chinese New Year Day and Spring Festival

Promoting intercultural awareness
+ Examples of festivals in own and other cultural traditions

+ Special dishes: dumplings, whole fish, rice cakes + Compare Christmas and Chinese New Year

+ Aspects of Chinese New Year celebrations (lion/dragon + Chinese New Year celebrations in cities around the world

dances, lucky red envelopes, fire-crackers)

+ Create a spring festival event for your school/community

+ Other Chinese festivals in the lunar calendar (dragon boat, (banners, lanterns, food, songs, dance, martial arts, etc.)

mid-autumn, tomb-sweeping, etc.)




STRAND 2

Out and
about in
public places

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
2.8-2.11: Going Shopping

Students should be able to

2.8 compare teenage ‘must haves’ in China and their own country*

2.9 understand and talk about sizes and prices of some items

2.10 role-play a shopping event using Chinese currency

2.11 create images of typical Chinese street markets and shops*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Pinggudé yijin dudshao gian?
I Z
Tai gui le.

xXoOBtTe

Pianyi yidianr haoma?

By —SJL e

Géi ni gian.

E I =

Zhdo ni wu kuai.

e R H B

Zhé jian tai chang le.
X # K K T
Daxiao hén héshi.

NN w" Gl

Kéyi shishi ma?

ITR e

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)

+ Ads for popular purchases

+ Conversations in shops and markets
« Descriptions of shops and streets

Speaking (output)

+ Asking a price to buy something
+ Bargaining for the best price

+ Jingles and counting rhymes

Focusing on form

New words

ouyuan yuan kuai mao fen
Bt JC S5 7
fin jian xido daxiao

[N S N VAN
héshi pianyi gui mai
o fHE Bt K
shangdian chaoshi

[ G

Grammar reference

» Express ‘very’ or ‘too’ with tai
» Tag question with ma

» Question word: dudshao

« Use of yrdidnr

Pronunciation
- Initials 4):z, ¢, s, ¥, w

« Combine all the initials and six
basic finals

Reading and writing

Recommended characters
Read: = & #% K &
Write: 3 B Kk R

Learning about characters
+ Introducing basic strokes 3: ti, gou, zhé

+ Combine and practise use of all
strokes

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading

« Size/price labels and receipts

+ Names of shops and streets

+ Banknotes and coins

+ Chinese shopping websites
Writing

+ Short shopping list

- Draw signs for shops, streets, etc.
+ Recognise and read numbers

Developing cultural knowledge

+ How to make a purchase in China
+ The currencies of East Asia
+ How to bargain when shopping in China

+ Traditional Chinese streets, shops and markets

Promoting intercultural awareness

» Popular purchases for young people in China/lreland

» Compare online shopping in China/lreland

» Compare streets and shops in China/lreland/own country
» Draw/design a traditional Chinese shop or dwelling




STRAND 2

Out and
about in
public places

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
2.12-2.15: Going out for a Chinese meal

Students should be able to
2.12 understand and respond to greetings in a restaurant

2.13 design a typical Chinese restaurant using digital media®

2.14 recognise some Chinese dishes on a restaurant menu

2.15 say which dishes they want to order

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

w Iz {+2.2 A8
Ni néng chi la ma?

R BE Iz BR

Kéyi chr yidianr.

"Lz —Le

Ni xiang hé shénme?

r g {2

Listening (input)

+ Follow media recipes in Chinese

Speaking (output)
+ Asking for food
+ Jingles and counting rhymes

Ninhdo, gingwén nin ji wei?

o b & JL e

Si - wei.

o Afire

Ni xihuan zhongcan haishi xican?
fx W g R TR

Ni xiang chishénme? WO xidng chi kdoya.

7 JEHG-.

Sample real-life texts and tasks

» Conversations in Chinese restaurants

Focusing on form

New words

zhongcan yong caidan maidan
g H ¥ X
déngyixia didn cai hé

EHE—F MO g

la shaozi fuwuyuan

B IRSR

Zhongguécha gudzht hudgud
HHERS i K
kdoya chaomian chinjuan

G BE

Grammar reference

« Express ‘can’ with néng

+ Use of hdi

« Express ‘want to’ with xiang

Pronunciation
+ Compound finals (1): ai, ei, ui

« Combine initials with compound
finals (1)

Reading and writing

Recommended characters

Read: & 7§ 2 fir [
Write: 7§ f8  [q]

Learning about characters
+ Identify radicals in character lists

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading

* Names of some dishes

» Chinese restaurant names

« Simple recipes

Writing

» Names of Chinese restaurants
» Write names of some dishes

regions

Developing cultural knowledge

+ Typical Chinese restaurants and tea-houses
+ Going for a Chinese meal: menus, sharing dishes, chopsticks
+ Chinese dishes and Chinese tea: examples from different

other)
Ireland

locality

Promoting intercultural awareness
» Courtesy at meal-times in your own country (China, Ireland,

+ Compare the approach to food and food culture in China and

» Project on Chinese/Asian restaurants/take-aways in your




STRAND 3

Education
and school

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:

3.1-3.3: Going to school in China

Students should be able to

3.1 understand and use classroom language in Chinese

3.2 address school staff appropriately*

3.3 talk about subjects studied in Chinese and Irish schools

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Laoshi, wo xiang weén yige wenti.
e & M B =4 (Al
Haode, ging shud.

SRsoN iE it e

Laosht, wo tingbudong.

i & W AfEe

Ta shi wé de tongxué.

2 B EF

Ni xué naxieé ké?

R o Y

WO xué hanyl, shuxué hé yingyu.
¥ WE B g

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)
+ Teacher/school announcements
-+ Classroom/teacher language

Speaking (output)
+ Greetings in school

+ Self-introduction (classmates/
teachers)

» Asking/answering simple questions

Focusing on form

New words

huida wenti ting dong
B R U f#
téngxué ké de

[E W

Some school subjects
shuxué yingyu jiazhéng

e i I

Maths English Home Economics
lishi tiyu  kéxué hanyu
Ak (NSRS ee
history P.E. Science Chinese

Grammar reference
Possessive pronouns

» Possession with de
Possession without de

+ Plural form xie

Pronunciation
+ Compound finals (2): ao, ou, iu
+ Combine initials with compound finals

@

Reading and writing

Recommended characters
Read: mr # Ji % A
Write: I % K

Learning about characters

+ How to deconstruct a Chinese
character (character components)

+ Basic rules for stroke order:
introduction

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading

+ Curriculum schedule

+ Daily schedule

+ Subject timetables

+ Name and label tags

Writing

+ Short greeting messages to friends/
family

+ Thank you note

+ Practice writing the characters for
school subjects

Developing cultural knowledge
+ Going to school in China

+ School size, boarding schools, etc.

+ How to ask questions in class in China

Promoting intercultural awareness

» Comparing school life in China and Ireland

+ Compare subjects studied in Irish and Chinese schools
« Compare popular subjects in Ireland and China




STRAND 3

Education
and school

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:

3.4-3.6: A typical school day

Students should be able to

3.4 compare daily timetables in Chinese and Irish schools*

3.5 ask and tell the time

3.6 talk about homework in China and Ireland

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Jidian shangke?

JLS iR
Shangwu didianban.
T T
Jidian xiake?

JUfC TNR?

Xiawd liudian.

B SV

el || I = Wi i
zhouliu  zhouri bld  shangke.

EVA 1= I N e

Nide zudéye dudo ma?

ey Rl % g

Listening (input)

+ Listen and tell the time
+ Dialogues about time
Speaking (output)

+ Ask the time

certain time)

Women zhouyl dao zhouwl shangke,

Women zhongwl shiérdidan chi zhongfan.

'] o T Iz Pife

Sample real-life texts and tasks

+ Talking about schedules (meeting at a

Focusing on form

New words

zhou ban dian xianzai

A F o8 BHE
shangké fén shangwl

i 5 BF

zubdyeé nan zhouri zhongfan

Rl 3 EE PR

Grammar reference
+ Structure of days of the week
+ Tell the time

+ Question word: jI

Pronunciation

« Compound finals (3): ie, Ue, er

+ Combine initials with
compound finals (3)

+ Tonal shift: y7 pronounced as
yige, yinian

Reading and writing

Recommended characters
Read: & 1 & i 7+
Write: & & 4

Learning about characters
+ Basic rule for stroke order: top to bottom

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading
Notices posted up in schools
Daily schedules with times

Writing

» Write a sample daily schedule for
yourself

« Write a sample weekend schedule

+ Aday in the life of a Chinese student

+ Organisation of Chinese school year

Developing cultural knowledge

+ How much homework do Chinese students have to do? etc.
» Compare school-year and holiday breaks in China/Ireland

« Chinese/lIrish students and their attitudes to school, homework

etc.

Promoting intercultural awareness
» School routines in Chinese/Irish schools: terms, length of day,

« Compare attitudes to time in China/Ireland/own country




STRAND 3

Education

Sample Exponents:

3.7-3.8: Out of class time

and school

3.8 ask about student free-time activities in China

Students should be able to
3.7 understand someone talking about free time

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Ni keylu shijian xihuan zuo shénme?

LIS S 11T =9/ ¢ (/R 7N

W06 xihuan kan dianying, yé& xihuan tiaowd.

* Bk F HP o =k Bk

Ni  xihuan bu xihuan paobu?

L= G N5 QR -

Paobu, wushu hé tiaowd wo dou xihuan, ni ne?
pe - BUR F BRIk WM Bl IR R
WO yé xihuan lian taijiquan.

o ER %K K

Women dou xihuan duanlian shénti.

Fedl] #woooBk o Bk Bpfho

WO  zui xihuan tiaowdU.

*oE OER P&

W6 yé shi.

ERA

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)
+ Students talk about different past-times
+ Listen to sports announcements

Speaking (output)
- Dialogues on favourite past-times and activities
» Asking and answering questions

Focusing on form

New words

kéyu kan dianying

R B OHE

yé tiaowl paobu duanlian
o B b BE

shénti wlshu dou

N v NI
taijiquan  zui
P E -

Grammar reference

+ Express ‘all’ dou

+ Affirmative-negative questions
+ Use of adverb y¢ (also)

+ Use of adverb zui (the most)

Pronunciation

« Practice nasal finals: an, en, in,

un, an

« Tonal shift: bu pronounced as
bushi

Reading and writing

Recommended
characters

Read: = Wt fift #F UE

Write: = W&

Learning about
characters

+ Basic rule for stroke order:
left to right

Sample real-life texts
and tasks

Reading

* Movie posters, media ads
+ Short newspaper articles
Writing

+ Write sentences about

favourite free time activities
(characters and pinyin)

+ Chinese characters for
popular sports

Developing cultural knowledge

- Friendship ties amongst young people in China
+ Introduction to martial arts in China

« Sport and leisure activities in China

Promoting intercultural awareness

-+ Student use of free time in Ireland and China

+ Fitness and health in free time activities: a comparison
+ Martial arts in Ireland and China: a comparison




STRAND 3

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:

Educatlon 3.9-3.11: Social and other media

and school

Students should be able to

3.9 learn about how young Chinese use the internet in China*
3.10 create a group for a Chinese social network*

3.11 set up online links to talk in Chinese*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are

used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Ni yiban yong shénme lidotian?

m —f% M 2 IR 2

WO yiban ydng wéixin.

"R B

Zhongguorén yong shénme wangzhan cha xinxi?
HEIA A poqinks # ER?
Tamen changchang yong baidu.

'] CitH H FfEe

Ni shoudao le wd de xinxi ma?

e T EoW EE E?

Méiyéu. Shi shénme?

whae R fha?

Shi yige zhongwén yingyong. Ta hénbang.

= —h P A © (A
Shudshud zui shouhuanying de zhongwén yingyong.
s B 2 1 X JBZFH

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)
+ Get the gist meaning from some well-known media sites
- Dialogues using the names of Chinese internet sites

Speaking (output)
« Short presentation about Chinese internet sites
» Asking and answering questions

Focusing on form

New words

shangwang kan xinwén
M E HHE
lidotian fa shou ydujian
HI & W s
yoéuxiang cha xinxi

7S] # ER

yiban changchang yong
i A

le méiydu xuéxi yingyong
T OEH 3 WA
shouhuanying Xinlangweéibo
2N HRRIE

Youku Weixin Baidu

s s A

Grammar reference

+ Express completed action
with le

+ Words of frequency: yiban,
changchang

Pronunciation

+ Practice nasal finals: ang,
eng, ing, ong

+ Tonal shift: hén pronounced
as hénhdo

Reading and writing

Recommended characters
Read: i 7 =% H H

Write: T % H

Learning about characters

« Basic rule for stroke order:
outside to inside

Sample real-life texts and
tasks

Reading

+ Look up some Chinese media
sites with your friends and share
key information with your class-
mates

» Search for the names of popular
Chinese online games

Writing

+ Send a text message to your
friends

Draw up a list showing Western/
Chinese media sites

Developing cultural knowledge
+ Young people and their use of the internet in China
+ Using social networking in schools and with friends/family

» Chinese media sites (Weibo, WeChat, Renren, QQ, Youkou,
etc.)

Ireland

Promoting intercultural awareness
+ Compare social media sites in China and your country
+ Compare internet use among young people in China and

+ Use media to develop school/friendship links with China




STRAND 4

Chinese and
young global
citizens

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
4.1-4.3: Chinese language in the world

Students should be able to

4.1 show where Chinese is widely spoken using a world map*
4.2 indicate which languages are spoken in China*

4.3 compare Chinese and another East Asian language*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences
FADOENE T

| am studying Mandarin for two years.
TEG e PENFEES -

Mandarin is the official language of
China.

By 132 L e | A e

Mandarin is spoken in Singapore and
Malaysia.

PR -

Cantonese is spoken in Hong Kong and
Guangzhou.

HRES S WA T E 2 ik
Pingpong is the most popular sport in
China.

EH U NRTHI R AR AT

Name some martial arts in East Asia.

Some real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)
+ Examples of spoken Cantonese
+ Understanding martial arts commands

+ Some famous martial arts movies

Speaking (output)
+ Give martial arts commands in
Chinese

+ Say which are your favourite Chinese
movies

Focusing on form Reading and writing
New words Recommended characters
Rpain iR Read: & # & & W ik
Mandarin Cantonese Write: 7 &

HA  Hig CHES

Japan Japanese Korea Korean

=] i T HmE

Taiwan Hong Kong Macau Singapore

i Fifk #hk SRR
gipao kimono hanbok Pingpong

Body parts:

S E B e
head hand foot leg...

Martial arts commands:

UIES uh = B

Kongfu stand raise turn strike

Possible project titles Sample real-life texts and tasks
+ ‘Overseas Chinese’ communities
around the world Reading
« The story of Cantonese + Find provinces/cities on a map of
China

Multicultural China: 56 ethnic groups
in China + Tell the difference between Chinese,

Japanese and Korean characters

Examine reasons for the growth of (internet search)

Chinese language learning around the
world Writing
+ Mark main cities on a map of East
Asian countries
+ Mark on a map places where Chinese
is spoken around the world
Draw/design pictures of some martial
arts figures and/or poses
+ Create a martial arts project/poster,
e.g. Kung Fu, Shaolin, Taichi, etc.

Developing cultural knowledge

Promoting intercultural awareness

+ Mandarin and other varieties of Chinese in China » Martial arts in East Asian and Irish cultures

+ East Asian language families: example of Chinese, Japanese, » Popular and national sports and games in East Asia and
Korean Ireland

- Different ethnic groups in China and some of their traditions + National and regional customs in East Asia

« Compare traditional and simplified Chinese characters » Compare characters used in Chinese, Japanese and Korean




STRAND 4

Chinese and
young global
citizens

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
4.4-4.6: Chinese and young global citzens

Students should be able to

4.4 indicate which languages they speak

4.5 show what they ‘can say and do’ in different Chinese language skills
4.6 share experiences of learning different languages including Chinese*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

RV NI

Do you speak Chinese, Irish...?
P 2 S

| speak/do not speak...

TeREW/ T/ B

| can speak/understand/write/read...
FAET ) Lo FREE SR -

| speak a little. | speak very well.
FEW/ A ENES -

| like/do not like languages.

FEE I
Learning a language is easy/hard.

Some real-life texts and tasks

Listening (input)

+ Students chat about their Chinese
language learning

+ Listen to students saying what they
‘can do’ in Chinese

Speaking (output)

+ Say what languages you speak

+ Asking/answering simple questions
about your language learning

Focusing on form Reading and writing
New words Recommended characters
BIREE PEPEE AE EiE Read: RO k=

Irish Spanish F h G -

ris panis renc erman Write: &
WEEE PHAE SRS

Polish Arabic HSK

U U

easy hard listen speak read write

Possible project titles

+ Languages | speak at home and in
school

+ How I like to learn Chinese?
+ What | find easy/hard in learning

Chinese?

* What helps me most when | study Sample real-life texts and tasks
Chinese in class/at home?

- What is my language learning plan in Reading
the next year and beyond? » With the help of your teacher, find out

how ‘a language portfolio’ can help
you progress in Chinese

» Download and read some examples of
student portfolios (at beginner level)

Writing
»  With your class-mates design a form

to record your progress in Chinese
learning under different headings

» Share the results of the information
you gather with your class-mates,
parents and teachers

+ Create a personal folder which
includes examples of texts/tasks/
support materials which have helped
you improve your Chinese

Understanding how languages are learned Developing my plan for learning Chinese

+ Learning another language — what skills do we need? + Write ‘can dos’ for Chinese, e.g. tones, dialogues, characters,
+ Learning Chinese — what skills do we need? ete.

- What are ‘can do’ statements and how do they help? * With class-mates, discuss and agree key ‘can dos’ for future

Chinese learning

Plan how to work together to achieve goals and evaluate
progress
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: Sample Exponents:
Chlnese and 4.7-4.10: Chinese people in the world

yo u n g g I o bal Students should be able to

. . 4.7 research famous Chinese people and/or events*®
C Itlze n s 4.8 introduce a Chinese person/family to the class
4.9 organise a Chinese cultural event
4.10 describe a China-Ireland project, e.g. all-China gaelic games*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Army

Listening (input)
+ Short talks on you tube, video etc.

+ Trailers and promos for Chinese

movies
games etc.)

Speaking (output)
* How to introduce/end a short talk

+ How to answer and ask questions
simple questions

Listening and speaking Focusing on form Reading and writing
Sample sentences New words Recommended characters
REFEF! flF FipE R Read: £ ¥ & K
| . .
Hello, everyonel! Confucius Emperor Qin Mao Zedong Write: & % %
ERdiNEE S TR Koz 5%
My name is... The Great Wall Riverdance
AT TR K2l il
My Chinese name is... Tiananmen New China
BTy HhEE R gL
Our China project is... Mei Lanfang
}%;@ﬂ\éa ......
I will introduce you to our project...
FEARFENBA W - Possible project titles
I'hope you find our presentation + Confucius: China’s most famous
interesting. teacher and thinker
WHETASR o PSR Al E] o * Mao Zedong and the Long March
Thank you for listening. Any questions? + First Emperor Qin and the Terracotta

+ The Silk Road: historical connections
Sample real-life texts and tasks between Europe and Asia Sample real-life texts and tasks
» Chinese defenders of human rights

Reading

+ Gaelic Games in China and Asia

» Names of famous people/events in

+ Organise a Chinese cultural fair for Chinese characters
your school (stalls, performances,

» Chinese history sources on the web

» Make a selection of China history
posters

Writing

» Draw images of famous Chinese
figures

» Draw a timeline of famous Chinese
events or people (for display)

» Design China information posters
(on different themes) for your school/
classroom

Developing cultural knowledge

+ Moments in Chinese history: Terracotta Army, Great Wall, Silk
Road, Opium Wars, Second World War, Opening-Up

+ People who changed Chinese history: Confucius, First
Emperor Qin, Hua Mulan, Empress Wu Zetian, Sun Yatsen,
Mao Zedong, Deng Xiaoping, Xi Jinping

« Today’s generation: Yang Liwei, Jackie Chan, Yao Ming, Li Na,
Lang Lang, Mo Yan

Developing intercultural awareness

+ Develop a project on Chinese communities in your locality or
beyond

+ Compare some events and people in Western/Chinese history

+ Design an Ireland-China project related to sport, travel,
science, the arts, business, etc.

+ With your class-mates, design a ‘China Country Profile’ for
completion and display to others




STRAND 4

Chinese and
young global
citizens

Junior Cycle Specification / Chinese Language and Culture

Sample Exponents:
411-4.12: Chinese inventions and innovations

Students should be able to
411 describe a well-known Chinese invention*

412 present a short project on a Chinese initiative of their choice,
e.g. saving the giant Panda*

The inclusion of * at the end of a learning outcome indicates that both Chinese and English/Irish are
used to achieve the outcome. Otherwise, Chinese is the language used.

Listening and speaking

Sample sentences

Byt

Hello Sir/Ms...

EPRIE S “RETRA -

The title of our project is Four Great
Chinese Inventions.

WP -

There are two parts.
BRI —H5

My classmate will present Part One.
FelHreE =y -

| will present Part Two.
AU PER A -

| would like to talk about other Chinese
inventions.

HREIR AR QT LR -

There are also some innovations.
HIEXIOEYE BA TR TR -

We have learned a lot from doing this
presentation.

st -

Thank you.

Listening (input)

- Examples of short talks on internet
and TV

+ Talks by your class-mates, teacher
and class visitors

Speaking (output)

+ Part-practice: open/end short talk

(record and playback)
+ Practice asking/answering questions

Sample real-life texts and tasks

+ Practice presentations in pairs/groups

Focusing on form Reading and writing

New words Recommended characters
45 EIRIAR  $5RIE K Read: 2% i <= >k f&

aper print compass gunpowder
pap p p gunp Write: % B K

umbrella silk tea

s B
china abacus

AESR TR =l THE

Save the Giant Panda Three Gorges Dam
ek

Sichuan-Tibet Railway

/KL TR

South-North Water Transfer Project

Possible project titles
- Life at a Giant Panda Care Centre

Following the route of the
Sichuan-Tibet Railway

+ What is China’s ‘New Silk Road’?
» The story of how paper was invented

My plan for a China-Ireland enterprise/
innovation project

Sample real-life texts and tasks

Reading

» Sample headings and titles of projects
« Internet sites in Chinese and English

« Sample student projects

Writing

» Write headings and sub-headings for

a presentation (characters, pinyin or
English or a combination)

« Group writing projects where work is
divided out

projects

Developing cultural knowledge

+ Four Chinese inventions which shaped the world

+ Examples of Chinese inventions we use every day

+ Some examples of contemporary China-led innovation

Promoting intercultural awareness

+ Look up significant inventions or innovations (old or new) from
around the world, e.g. Islamic and Arabian contribution to
mathematics

+ Design and plan a China-Ireland innovation project for your
locality or region, e.g. sports, tourism, business, arts, etc.
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