
Junior Cycle CSPE 
Classroom-Based Assessment  

LEARNING OUTCOMES IN FOCUS
Students should be able to:

3.4 use the correct terminology to describe  
	 Irish	and	European	democratic		institutions,		
	 structures,	political	parties	and	roles.

3.5 discuss strengths and weaknesses of the  
	 democratic	process.
  
3.12 examine case studies of the use of digital  
	 or	other	media	in	a	political	election		 	
	 or	referendum.

3.13  reflect	on	what	has	been	learned	in	this		
  strand.

NAME OF CBA  

Raising awareness about Brexit and its potential 
impact on our lives.

TEACHING AND LEARNING CONTEXT 
Students	did	a	KWL	exercise	(what	I	know,	want	to	
know,	learned)	about	Brexit.	This	led	to	discussion	
on	the	EU,	how	it	works,	what	membership	means	
and	the	role	of	referendums	in	a	democracy.	

Students then debated the advantages and 
disadvantages of EU membership from an Irish 
perspective	and	students	worked	in	groups	to	rank	
the	benefits	of	Ireland’s	membership	of	the	EU.

In examining some of the reasons ‘Why did Britain 
decide	to	leave?’	the	following	links	were	useful:	

BBC Newsround on Brexit

Brexit	Explained	on	RTE	news2day	

This	led	to	further	debate	on	possible	
consequences	for	Ireland	in	a	‘deal’	or	‘no	deal’	
Brexit	scenario	and	how	it	might	affect	the	lives	of	
ordinary	citizens	in	Ireland	and	Northern	Ireland.	

Finally,	students	used	their	digital	devices	to	
research	some	of	the	28	member	states	to	broaden	
their	knowledge	of	the	diversity	of	the	EU.

STUDENT CITIZENSHIP ACTION RECORD

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/38518527
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-VadvQUADw
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Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectations

The	annotations	capture	observations	by	the	student's	teacher,	using	the	Features	of	Quality,	with	a	view	
to	establishing	the	level	of	achievement	this	work	reflects.	The	annotations	and	judgments	were	confirmed	
by	a	Quality	Assurance	Group,	consisting	of	practising	teachers	and	representatives	of	the	Department	of	
Education	and	Skills	Inspectorate,	the	State	Examinations	Commission	and	the	Junior	Cycle	for	Teachers	
Support	Service.

FEATURES OF QUALITY

Exceptional 

•	 The	action	record	shows	how	the	student	fully	and	effectively	engaged	in	meaningful	action.
•	 The	student’s	personal	reflections	on	their	learning	are	of	excellent	quality.
•	 The	record	is	presented	in	a	comprehensive,	creative	and	highly	effective	manner.

Above expectations 

•	 The	action	record	provides	evidence	of	how	the	student	engaged	in	meaningful	action.
•	 The	student’s	personal	reflections	on	their	learning	are	of	good	quality.
•	 The	record	is	presented	in	an	organised,	creative	and	effective	manner.

In line with expectations

•	 The	action	record	provides	evidence	of	the	student’s	engagement	in	the	action.
•	 There	is	some	evidence	of	personal	reflection	on	their	learning.
•	 The	action	record	is	presented	in	an	organised	manner	with	some	creativity.

Yet to meet expectations 

•	 There	is	limited	evidence	of	personal	engagement	in	the	action	taken.
•	 There	is	very	limited	evidence	of	student	reflection	on	learning.
•	 The	action	record	provides	a	very	basic	summary	of	information	although	it	may	lack	detail	and		 	
	 creativity.
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Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

The	student	undertook	meaningful	action	which	was	personally	meaningful	for	the	student.	It	was	also	
meaningful	action	because	it	was	thoughtfully	planned	and	executed	and	created	wider	awareness	amongst	
the	school	community.	The	student	provides	a	clear	rationale	for	taking	the	action	and	there	is	evidence	of	
each	of	the	steps	taken,	all	of	which	are	purposeful	and	build	into	a	coherent	action	and	record.		The	way	in	
which	the	record	presents	the	results	of	a	survey	of	a	cross	section	of	JC	and	LC	students	and	also	provides	
reflection	and	analysis	of	the	data	gathered	is	commendable.	The	effectiveness	of	the	action	is	strengthened	
by	the	decision	to	use	the	findings	from	the	survey	to	raise	awareness,	through	the	TV	screens	in	the	school.

There	is	evidence	of	excellent	personal	reflection	throughout	the	record.		The	student	reflected	on	why	the	
topic	of	Brexit	mattered,	and	how	they	might	be	able	to	generate	awareness	about	this	topic	amongst	peers.	
The	reflections	show	an	ability	to	reflect	on	what	has	been	learned	throughout	the	action	but	also	a	capacity	
to	reflect	on	what	this	means	for	the	student	and	for	the	wider	world.		Rich	personal	insights	are	evidenced	
throughout	the	record	such	as	the	importance	of	valuing	one’s	identity	as	an	Irish	EU	citizen	and	an	apprecia-
tion	of	the	value	of	having	and	using	one’s	vote.		

The	level	of	detail	in	the	record	is	comprehensive.	It	is	organized	highly	effectively	into	sections	which	reflect	
the	different	stages	of	the	learning	experience,	from	setting	out	one’s	goals,	to	researching	the	structure	of	
the	EU	and	the	reasons	behind	the	UK	voting	Leave,	to	gathering	data	about	the	attitudes	of	young	people	
in	the	school	towards	Brexit,	to	raising	awareness.	There	is	also	evidence	of	creative	use	of	visual	images,	
charts	and	photos	which	are	used	to	good	effect	and	provide	snap	shots	of	important	elements	of	the	action.	

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Best	fit	on	balance	judgement	=
     

Exceptional

The	annotations	capture	observations	by	the	student's	teacher,	using	the	Features	of	Quality,	with	a	view	
to	establishing	the	level	of	achievement	this	work	reflects.	The	annotations	and	judgments	were	confirmed	
by	a	Quality	Assurance	Group,	consisting	of	practising	teachers	and	representatives	of	the	Department	of	
Education	and	Skills	Inspectorate,	the	State	Examinations	Commission	and	the	Junior	Cycle	for	Teachers	
Support	Service.
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