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Junior Cycle Visual Art: CBA1

Strand: Design

Learning outcomes:
Students should be able to:
3.2 use critical and visual language to explain

their own designs and those of others

2.4 show they can use their drawings to
observe, record and analyse

3.6 design a final work based on their drawings

3.7 describe examples of historical and
contemporary design

3.11 examine their own and others’ design
work through the use of art elements and
design principles

3.14 utilise media in their own design work
based on a design brief

Task

Students chose their own theme and working
from a primary source, based on that theme,
they designed and realised a repeat-pattern
composition on A2 paper or fabric.

Time

8 weeks

Theme: Hidden Treasures

Background:

Students chose a theme from the three options
(Hidden treasures/Light and shade/My
viewpoint) and worked from a primary source
that was based on that theme. The students
designed and realised a repeat-pattern
composition on A2 paper or fabric.

The students were learning to observe, record
and analyse their primary sources using

line, tone and colour as well as a variety of
media. Students researched pattern and the
principles of design and examined the work of
well-known pattern designers.

Students applied their understanding of
pattern-making to select an area of their
drawings that would be appropriate to use as
the motif for building a repeat pattern.

Evidence of process, including annotations,
reflections on their decisions and development
work as well as the realised design were
collected in their Visual Art sketchpad.
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The student

has shown a
good use and
understanding
of the elements
of Visual Art.
Their work
demonstrates
strong drawing
skills which they
have used to
observe, record
and analyse

their stimuli.
There was a clear
development of
their drawing
skills and good
progress is evident
throughout.
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The quality of ideas

and skills developed
throughout the Visual
Art sketchpad are good.
The student’s skills are
evident, for example,
their use of mixed
media, however, while
they have created some
very good experiments
using mixed media they
need to show alternative
designs and include a
design plan to explain
how they arrived at their
finished repeat pattern.
This would help improve
their understanding of
the process and their
realised design.
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The student’s use of
annotations throughout
the sketchbook is good
but further analysis and
reflection would improve
their work. The student
also needs to outline
more personal opinions
and reasons behind
their design decisions
throughout their work.
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Overall, the project
shows good drawing
and exploration but the
student’s application of
these in their design is
not fully realised.
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Teacher annotations using the success criteria

The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the success criteria, with
aview to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and
judgments were confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising
teachers and representatives of the NCCA, the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission
and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

Teacher annotations:

The student has shown a good use and understanding of the elements of Visual Art. Their
work demonstrates strong drawing skills which they have used to observe, record and
analyse their stimuli. There was a clear development of their drawing skills and good
progress is evident throughout.

The quality of ideas and skills developed throughout the Visual Art sketchpad are good.
The student’s skills are evident, for example, their use of mixed media, however, while
they have created some very good experiments using mixed media they need to show
alternative designs and include a design plan to explain how they arrived at their finished
repeat pattern. This would help improve their understanding of the process and their
realised design.

The student’s use of annotations throughout the sketchbook is good but further analysis
and reflection would improve their work. The student also needs to outline more personal

opinions and reasons behind their design decisions throughout their work.

Overall, the project shows good drawing and exploration but the student’s application of
these in their design is not fully realised.

Overall judgement: In line with expectations

Exceptional Above expectations In line with expectations Yet to meet expectations




