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TASK  

CBA 1 The Past in My Place - Student researched the impact of French colonisation in North Africa 
on his family by interviewing both grandfathers, one who was Moroccan and lived under French 
rule in the 1940s and 50s; and one who fought for France in Algeria.

FORMAT

Display (online booklet)

TITLE

‘French colonisation in North Africa: The impact on France, North Africa and my family’ 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

For CBA1 The Past in My Place, students experience history at a personal level through the study of 
a place, issue, event, theme or person related to their locality, place of origin or family history. They 
present their research in the form of a display.

EVIDENCE OF WORK

CLICK to view full report
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FOQ1: Display is shaped to a clear purpose in layout of contents- brief introduction to context followed by 
interviews, photographs and conclusion.
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FOQ1: First two paragraphs: sense of historical 
consciousness evident, ‘nationalist movements began 
to context the presence of the French’, ‘Algeria only 
obtained its independence after a tough war against 
the French’.

FOQ3: Makes connections between his family and 
history of French colonisation, ‘The colonisation of 
North Africa impacted my two grandads’.
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FOQ2: Shows awareness of role of evidence by 
creating two pieces of testimony and by including 
photographs.

FOQ1: Selection of questions indicates a sense of 
historical consciousness, ‘What was life like while your 
country was under the power of the French?’
‘Did you notice a difference in your life when Morocco 
got its independence?’.
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FOQ1: Selection of questions indicates a sense of historical consciousness, ‘Did you know why you were 
fighting in the war?’.

FOQ2: Opportunity to make judgements based on evidence is not taken - interview testimony and 
photographs are not used to draw conclusions.
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(CONSEQUENCES) FOQ1: Shows awareness of 
positive and negative consequences- indicates 
ability to look at issues from more than one 
perspective. Overall impact somewhat negated 
by lack of alignment between interviews and 
conclusions reached.

(SELF REFLECTION) FOQ1: Points to fact that both 
grandfathers involved on opposite sides of war as 
interesting.
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FOQ1, 2: Appreciated that student had to translate interview responses from French to English.  
Demonstrates awareness of positive impact of learning about family and its past.
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Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the features of quality, with 
a view to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments 
were confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives 
of the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

GENERAL TEACHER ANNOTATIONS BASED ON FEATURES OF QUALITY 

FOQ1: 

Original and innovative idea- unusual context of two grandfathers on opposite sides of a conflict, 
shows appreciation of contentious/ controversial issues from more than one perspective.

FOQ2: 
Welcome use of interviews and photos as evidence, nice awareness of older people in family as 
source of evidence.

More could have been made of opportunity to draw conclusions/ make judgements based on      
testimony of grandfathers- although there are well- designed questions, display lacks sufficient 
commentary/ reflection on their responses.

FOQ3: 
Photos offered opportunity for more context and explanation, and linkages with interviews 
Conclusion lacked coherence with interviews.

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

Best fit on balance judgement =      In line with expectations


