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TASK  

CBA 1 The Past in My Place - student explored how they are related to Ernest Shackleton and 
researched aspects of Shackleton’s life and achievements.

FORMAT

Display (slide presentation with text and images)

TITLE

‘The Story of Ernest Shackleton (and how I am related to him)’

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

For CBA1 The Past in My Place, students experience history at a personal level through the study of 
a place, issue, event, theme or person related to their locality, place of origin or family history. They 
present their research in the form of a display.

EVIDENCE OF WORK

CLICK to view full report
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Teacher annotations based on Features of Quality
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FOQ1: Simple, succinct aspects of Shackleton’s background- yet clearly and concisely expressed. Use of icons shows awareness of shaping the display to a 
purpose. Phrase ‘contrary to popular belief’ suggests an awareness of the discipline of history and the role of historical evidence in understanding and appreciating 
the past. Misspelling of Shackleton’s name as ‘Shackelton’ shows need for more careful editing/ checking.
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FOQ1: Effort at developing family tree is commendable, shows some sense of historical consciousness and awareness of family connections to a ‘big picture’. 
Dates would be helpful. Supporting text unclear, some editing would have improved it (family names redacted/obscured to protect student identity).
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FOQ1, 2, 3: Description of the voyage fits with purpose of display. First bullet point suggests awareness of historical significance of expedition despite its failure to 
achieve its objective; also suggests sense of drama of history. Connection of name of ship with family motto is a nice detail and ties in with theme of family history. 
Overall the piece conveys a sense of empathy with the struggles the men endured on a human level.
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FOQ1: Clear, coherent flow to narrative and sense of drama of the story is evident. Some editing would have improved coherence in parts. Concern for historical 
detail evident in names of other men on expedition. Quotation from Shackleton is nice addition. Citation of source would be helpful addition.
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FOQ2: Visit to the Shackleton museum suggests real engagement with the subject; also shows appreciation of value of artefacts observed. 

FOQ1: Shows capacity to reflect and there is evidence of historical empathy; also sense of genuine appreciation of cultural inheritance. 

FOQ2: Shows general awareness of the value of repositories such as museums and of the role of primary sources in supporting historical understanding.
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FOQ1, 3: Nuanced reflection and appreciation of complex nature of Shackleton’s national identity, expressed in a way that shows real understanding; also useful 
connection to ‘big picture’ in Irish history.
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FOQ1: Detail a little vague, though a genuine sense of enthusiasm and interest in the subject is palpable. 
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FOQ2: Range of sources employed shows appreciation of the role of evidence in supporting historical judgments and of the nature of history, job of the historian.
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FOQ1, 3: Overall, the reflection sheet corroborates the thought that went into the development and 
presentation of the display. Student shows awareness of the historical significance of the study in 
discovering the nature of the family connection to Shackleton and of the legacy he felt behind. 

FOQ2: Also shows good understanding of the role of the historian in understanding different types of 
evidence and judging their trustworthiness, as well as the value of different types of research methods.
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Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the features of quality, with 
a view to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments 
were confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives 
of the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

Best fit on balance judgement =      In line with expectations




