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LEARNING OUTCOMES IN FOCUS
Students should be able to:

2.3	 create a visual representation of data depicting their ecological footprint.

2.4	 discuss three or more sustainable living strategies they can employ in their lives.
		
2.10	 evaluate how they can contribute in responding to one challenge currently facing the world.

2.12	 reflect on what has been learned in this strand.

NAME OF CBA		

Using digital technology or other means to create awareness and reduce our Carbon Footprint.

TEACHING AND LEARNING CONTEXT	
Students used their own devices to calculate their carbon footprint sourced at World Wildlife Federation 

Data was shared to calculate the classroom average. Examination of data to compare Ireland’s ecological 
footprint with the world – sourced at The Global Footprint Network

Students explored the impact of humanity’s ecological footprint on the world around us. Students discussed 
the TED Talk by Greta Thunberg on the need to carry out action now. 

Students were set the task and the guidelines for undertaking the CBA were shared; including what is a 
Citizen Action Record, presentation formats, importance of engagement/reflection on an ongoing basis and 
an introduction to the Features of Quality.

STUDENT CITIZENSHIP ACTION RECORD

 

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
https://data.footprintnetwork.org/#/?/
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change?language=en
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Exceptional	           Above expectations	              In line with expectations	            Yet to meet expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the Features of Quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were confirmed 
by a Quality Assurance Group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of the Department of 
Education and Skills Inspectorate, the State Examinations Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers 
Support Service.

FEATURES OF QUALITY

Exceptional 

•	 The action record shows how the student fully and effectively engaged in meaningful action.
•	 The student’s personal reflections on their learning are of excellent quality.
•	 The record is presented in a comprehensive, creative and highly effective manner.

Above expectations 

•	 The action record provides evidence of how the student engaged in meaningful action.
•	 The student’s personal reflections on their learning are of good quality.
•	 The record is presented in an organised, creative and effective manner.

In line with expectations

•	 The action record provides evidence of the student’s engagement in the action.
•	 There is some evidence of personal reflection on their learning.
•	 The action record is presented in an organised manner with some creativity.

Yet to meet expectations 

•	 There is limited evidence of personal engagement in the action taken.
•	 There is very limited evidence of student reflection on learning.
•	 The action record provides a very basic summary of information although it may lack detail and 		
	 creativity.
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Exceptional	           Above expectations	              In line with expectations	            Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

The record provides good evidence of the student’s engagement in the action and the action of 
organizing a swap shop demonstrates genuine commitment and creativity. The student’s action appears to 
have been meaningful for the students involved although the longer-term impact of the action in raising 
awareness is not clearly evidenced. The questions “what next?” and “how does this impact on the wider 
world?” are not addressed. It would also have enhanced the record if it explained why this particular action 
matters, using evidence on the impact of fashion on the environment.  

Although somewhat lacking in detail, overall the record shows clear evidence of personal engagement and 
learning. It could be improved by the inclusion of more detail such as facts that influenced the decision to 
organize a swap shop, comments from other students about the swap shop event, and evidence of 
understanding the links between climate change and our consumption of fashion. In addition, this record 
could be improved if the emotional reflections were balanced with reflections on what the student has 
learned through engaging in this action and further ideas regarding next steps. 

The record is presented very effectively through a PowerPoint presentation. It is comprehensive, 
well-structured and visually attractive. 
 

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Best fit on balance judgement =
	     

In line with expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the Features of Quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were confirmed 
by a Quality Assurance Group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of the Department of 
Education and Skills Inspectorate, the State Examinations Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers 
Support Service.
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