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Classroom Based Assessment 1  

TASK  

CBA 1 The Past in My Place - Student researched the origin of their family name through tracing the 
life and experiences of their great grandfather who emigrated from Poland to the United States and 
then to the United Kingdom in the early twentieth century.

FORMAT

Display (scrapbook)

TITLE

‘From Lewek to Louis’

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

For CBA1 The Past in My Place, students experience history at a personal level through the study of 
a place, issue, event, theme or person related to their locality, place of origin or family history. They 
present their research in the form of a display.

EVIDENCE OF WORK

CLICK to view full report
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Teacher annotations based on Features of Quality
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FOQ1: Cover image and title are arresting and striking- arouse sense of curiosity.
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FOQ1: Lucid, clear context of decline of Poland set out in simple language yet cogently expressed.
FOQ3: Strong command of ‘big picture’.
FOQ1, 3: Last sentence: neat and clear connection with family history, seamlessly segues from broad sweep 
into family history.
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FOQ1: Shows excellent awareness of need to set 
context for what follows, appreciates the nature of 
history.
FOQ1: Demonstrates very clear sense of purpose.
FOQ1: Sentence beginning ‘Understandably, 
Lewek’s parents didn’t want him….’ demonstrates 
historical empathy.

FOQ2: Reference to ‘family stories’ – awareness of 
different types of historical evidence.
FOQ3: Last paragraph shows awareness of ‘big 
picture’.
FOQ1: Last sentence - Demonstrates historical 
empathy.
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FOQ2: Reproduction of both original and translated transcript, with explanatory note referring to uncle’s 
father-in-law- shows very strong understanding of role of evidence, takes care to cite who translated the 
piece.
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FOQ2: Eexcellent use of maps to provide geographical context.
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FOQ2: Sophisticated use of photographs as evidence, juxtaposes current state of synagogue with how it 
looked in the past; links well with the ‘big picture’.
FOQ1: Shows insightful awareness of significance of buildings as sources of information about the past.
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FOQ2: Sentences beginning ‘There is no surviving 
record of them arriving…’; and ‘According to stories 
Lewek told to my dad’: shows excellent awareness 
of centrality of evidence in the job of the historian.

FOQ2: Third paragraph starting ‘We do not 
know much…’: shows excellent capacity to draw 
inferences and make judgements based on evidence 
(photograph and passport).
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FOQ2: Reproduces Lewek’s passport and visa, with explanatory notes.  Extrapolates well in reference to visa; 
‘although it was only valid for one year he spent the rest of his life in the United Kingdom’.
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FOQ1: Selection of photos supports the text, links family well to the ‘big picture’.
FOQ2: Reproduction of register of people- able to draw conclusions from study of document, shows 
awareness of limitations of sources- excellent awareness of managing evidence.
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FOQ3: Sets out context of Jewish and Huguenot history in East End of London very succinctly, also makes 
connections with family- shows strong command of the ‘big picture’.
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FOQ1: Makes inference about motivation behind name change; also sets out clearly developments in family 
history, including use of dates- excellent awareness of historical consciousness is woven throughout the 
writing.
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FOQ1: Shows awareness of official documents as sources of evidence about family history- certificate of 
naturalisation and marriage certificate.
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FOQ1: Shows excellent command of the purpose of the project in making summation- comfortable and 
assured in making connections with later Jewish history.
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FOQ1: Student acknowledges knowing ‘much more about 
where I came from and my roots’; also shows capacity to 
reflect well on challenges involved due to lack of sources 
about certain aspects of the subject’s life.
  

FOQ2: Shows exceptional command of role of evidence in 
informing historical perspectives.
FOQ3: Student is assured and confident in seamlessly 
weaving from family history to ‘big picture’ themes such as 
emigration from Eastern Europe, aspects of Jewish history 
and of the development of London’s East End.



Junior Cycle History
Classroom Based Assessment 1  

Home

Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the features of quality, with 
a view to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments 
were confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives 
of the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

Best fit on balance judgement =       Exceptional




