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Exceptional         Above expectations             In line with expectations         Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS USING THE FEATURES OF QUALITY

The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the features of quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were 
confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of
the NCCA, the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support 
service.

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

Feature of Quality 1 The report displays a good understanding of the task and some very good 
research. The research is comprehensive in its scope when it deals with detail about Malala’s life 
and values and her work as an advocate of the right to education for girls. There is less research 
evidence evident in regard to Malala’s Islamic faith which is mentioned as a source of her values, 
but not fully explored. Also, it would have been helpful if the sources of evidence/research that 
informed this piece of work were explicitly named (either threaded throughout the report or listed 
at the end).

Feature of Quality 2 The report focuses on Malala’s values of equality, human rights and education 
and identifies the different sources of these values in Malala’s life.  Her father is acknowledged 
as a particularly influential source for these values with her Islamic faith identified as another key 
influence. While the report states ‘Malala’s values in human rights go hand in hand with her religious 
faith in Islam’ this is not explained or probed further. It would have enhanced this report to explore 
this further by naming the core values or beliefs of Islam that correspond to Malala’s values and 
offering some ideas for how a modern reading of the Qur’an might support Malala’s commitment 
to justice and equality (e.g. Qur’anic instruction not to harm oneself or others, that a person shows 
belief in Allah by love of his brother/sister).

There are clear and convincing examples of different ways that Malala lives out her values and 
beliefs. There is also clear evidence of how she made a positive difference in the world and this 
is presented in examples that are both wide ranging and specific. As mentioned above, it would 
have enhanced the report if all this could have been more clearly linked to her religious values and 
beliefs.   

Feature of Quality 3 The student’s personal voice is strong in this report, evidenced in the personal 
reflections threaded throughout and the report concludes with extended insightful reflection on 
what the student has learned and what it means for them. So overall the reflections are very good 
for a student at this stage of their learning.

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:         Above Expectations

     


