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Features of quality for Classroom-Based Assessment 1
See Junior Cycle Music: Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessments  

Teacher annotations using the features of quality

The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the features of quality, with a view to 
establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were confirmed 
by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of the NCCA, the 
Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

This second year student selected two 8-bar melodies for piano that were in response to stimuli from 
their composition portfolio. Both pieces were hand written on manuscript paper.

Overall this composition portfolio contains harmonic concepts which are well developed and show 
evidence of some originality and imagination. In both pieces the student shows clear understanding of the 
primary chords of I – IV – V, using a clear chordal structure and ending with a V – I cadence. The melody 
aligns clearly and cautiously with the chosen harmonic progression using step and leap movement and a 
simple uncomplicated rhythm. The melody also demonstrates understanding of the use of passing notes. 
In the second piece, the melody has been developed a little further with a wider range and more leap 
movement. In both pieces, the melody could be described as safe. The student might benefit from taking 
more risks melodically and exploring melodic concepts further. 

There is adequate understanding of the appropriateness of the piano as the chosen instrument. Exploring 
articulation and dynamics would improve the work. The student could also develop the harmonic 
concepts further through changing the rhythm, adding block or broken chords or considering the use of 
minor chords. Both pieces of music are shaped to a purpose and realised well for their intended audience. 
In the reflection the student makes clear what they were trying to convey and achieves this. 

Teacher Annotation 

Piece 1:  Calm River Format:  Written  
Piece 2:  Lily Pads  Format:  Written

Overall judgement: In Line with Expectations 

Exceptional In line with 
expectations

Above 
expectations

Yet to meet 
expectations

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/38743663-f701-4574-8c8e-702d6dc315c1/AssessmentGuidelines_Music.pdf



