
Junior Cycle History
Classroom Based Assessment 1  

TASK  

CBA 1 The Past in My Place - Student researched the circumstances surrounding a train crash at Bray 
Head in August 1867 and considered how the events of the crash and subsequent investigation 
affected the development of rail services in the area up to the present day.  

FORMAT

Display (large poster with text and images)

TITLE

‘The Bray Train Crash’

TEACHING AND LEARNING 

For CBA1 The Past in My Place, students experience history at a personal level through the study of 
a place, issue, event, theme or person related to their locality, place of origin or family history. They 
present their research in the form of a display.

EVIDENCE OF WORK

CLICK to view full report
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Teacher annotations based on Features of Quality
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FOQ1, 2, 3: Clearly sets out purpose, with evidence of sense of historical curiosity and of conceptual 
awareness of causation and impact, and of connections over time.
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Teacher annotations based on Features of Quality
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FOQ1: Clear description of events of crash, with supporting detail.
FOQ2: appropriate use of reference from contemporary newspaper, appreciation of value of eyewitness 
testimony as a source of evidence.
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Teacher annotations based on Features of Quality
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FOQ1: Command of the purpose of the research is evident in a clear narrative detailing the nature of the 
investigation and the main conclusions drawn. 
FOQ2: Shows good understanding of role of evidence and the process surrounding official investigations in 
describing both the findings and the reaction of the railways company to the official report. 
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FOQ1: Student shows appreciation of cultural 
inheritance in remarking on the features of the old 
rail system still evident today. Also shows clear 
understanding of nature of historical change in 
notion of crash as ‘what sparked the idea’ to move 
the track; and demonstrates the capacity to reflect 
and draw conclusions/ make historical judgements. 

FOQ3: Makes connections between work of the 
official investigation and the safe tracks now 
provided for modern rail users.
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FOQ2: Shows awareness of variety of historical sources and integrates findings from them well throughout 
the display. Might have made it clearer in parts which sources were being used in particular sections.
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Teacher annotations based on Features of Quality
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FOQ1: Shows very good understanding of the 
role of the historian with reference to ‘you get 
to see every side of the story…and you can make 
connections and get a better understanding.’ 
FOQ2: Strong understanding of role of evidence 
in making judgements- appreciates difficulty in 
finding information and need to take time to look at 
different sources, e.g. old railway archives.

FOQ3: Shows appreciation of the connection be-
tween the events of the crash and the subsequent 
investigation and the current status of the rail line; 
also shows historical understanding through insight 
into how people learn from mistakes.
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Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the features of quality, with 
a view to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments 
were confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives 
of the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

GENERAL TEACHER ANNOTATIONS BASED ON FEATURES OF QUALITY 

FOQ1, 2, 3: 

The presentation is shaped to a clear purpose- sections headed Introduction, The Crash, 
The Investigation and The Change it Caused provide coherent frame for the display. Rationale for 
the display shows a strong sense of historical consciousness in the student’s observation 
of his/her place. Appreciation of concept of cause and consequence evident in student wondering 
about possible impact of crash on how DART runs today. Artistic rendering of train from the period 
is nice addition. Overall impression conveyed is of strong and assured sense of historical 
consciousness and understanding of evidence, as well as appreciation of the ‘big picture’.

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

Best fit on balance judgement =       Above expectations


