Junior Cycle English: Classroom-Based Assessment

The Collection of the Student’s Texts :

NCC

Nati

Text selected by the student for assessment: News Article B

Learning outcomes in focus
Students should be able to:

R13. Appreciate a variety of registers and
understand their use in the written context.

W3. Write for a variety of purposes, for
example to analyse, evaluate, imagine,
explore, engage, amuse, narrate, inform,
explain, argue, persuade, criticise, comment
on what they have heard, viewed and read.

W4. Write competently in a range of text
forms, for example letter, report,

multi-modal text, review, blog, using
appropriate vocabulary, tone and a variety of
styles to achieve a chosen purpose for different
audiences.

WS5. Engage with and learn from models of
oral and written language use to enrich their
own written work

Teaching and Learning Context

Students were studying the novel “Trash”

by Andy Mulligan. One section in the novel
includes extracts from fictional newspapers
which comment on Senator Zapanta, the
corrupt official who stole millions of dollars

of aid money intended to improve the lives

of poverty-stricken inhabitants of the city,
such as the three main characters of the
novel. There are four articles in this section

of the novel and they vary greatly in tone

and subjectivity. Students analysed the
information, language and tone in each article
and concluding to what extent they were
biased or objective and why. They also took this
as an opportunity to revise the structure of a
newspaper article.

Task

Students were then asked to model the articles
in the book to write their own article using
similarly biased and persuasive language and
information. They were given the choice of
writing for a government owned newspaper
which supported Zapanta and condemned

the trash boys, or, an independent newspaper
critical of Zapanta and sympathetic to the trash
boys (who at this point in the novel are on the
run from the police, suspected of stealing six
million dollars from Zapanta’s home). Their
purpose was to persuade their readers of

the guilt of either Zapanta or the trash boys.
On completion, students were asked to peer
assess an article written under the headline
that they had not chosen.

Features of Quality

Genre awareness and control/creativity
Writing competence and word choices

Awareness of and shaping for receiver/audience
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Junior Cycle English: Classroom-Based Assessment
The Collection of the Student’s Texts

Features of quality - teacher annotations and level of achievement

Teacher annotations:

FQ1. Genre awareness and control/creativity

The student demonstrates excellent awareness and
control of biased newspaper reporting. Information is
very clearly structured and the tone of bias is consistent
in the approach. Control of the genre is demonstrated in
the varied phrasing and shaping of the piece. Creativity
isrevealed in the satirical approach and use of bracketed
ironic humour.

FQ2. Writing competence and word choices

The writing is extremely competent throughout

with no errors of note. The student uses a wide and
sophisticated vocabulary and a very convincing formal
tone is maintained while also using subtle word choices
to underpin the bias displayed. Imaginative witness
statements add to the very detailed information.

FQ3. Awareness of and shaping for receiver/
audience

The student shows consistent awareness of the audience.
The inclusion of biased information is consistent with
the aim of the task. The duality of the commentary voice,
while possibly not a mainstay of publications of this sort,
adds a creativity and originality to the piece.

Level of achievement:

Best fit on balance judgement =

E Exceptional

This example represents one text from the student’s
Collection of Texts. The student selected this and one
other text to submit for assessment. Looking at a number
of examples, teachers will see a variety of different text

types, in a variety of genres.

More exampleswill be added over time at
curriculumonline.e

Features of Quality:

Exceptional

The student’s text shows creativity and command of the
chosen genre.

The writing is highly competent, marked by original
ideas, and imaginative word choices are perfectly suited
to the purpose of the text.

The work is fully shaped for its intended receiver/
audience.

Above expectations

The student’s text shows very good control of the chosen
genre.

The writing is consistently competent, and effective word
choices are very well matched to the purpose of the text.
The work is clearly shaped with the receiver/audience in
mind.

In line with expectations

The student’s text shows good awareness of the chosen
genre.

The writing is generally competent, and word choices
match the purpose of the text well.

Content and development of ideas reveal consistent
awareness of the receiver/audience.

Yet to meet expectations

The student’s text shows little awareness of the chosen
genre.

The writing lacks competence, and word choices may be
inappropriate to the intended purpose of the text.
Content and development of ideas reveal little awareness
of a receiver/audience.

The annotations capture observations by the student’s
teacher, using the features of quality, with a view to
establishing the level of achievement this text reflects.
The annotations and judgement were confirmed by the
Quality Assurance group, consisting of practicing English
teachers and representatives of the Inspectorate, the SEC
and JCT.




