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Exceptional	         Above expectations	             In line with expectations	         Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS USING THE FEATURES OF QUALITY

The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the features of quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were 
confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of
the NCCA, the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support 
service.

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

Feature of Quality 1 The report shows good research on Newgrange and this is evident in slides 3, 
5 and 6 in particular. It is commendable that the sources used are included, although the inclusion 
of religious sources would have helped ensure a clearer focus on the task. Further research and 
understanding of the pre-Christian burial practices and solstice rituals is required to fully explore 
how Newgrange shows the neolithic people’s quest to find answers to life’s big questions. The 
research could also have gone further by drawing the reader’s attention to additional artistic and 
architectural features inside and outside of Newgrange that show how our ancestors designed 
Newgrange in an attempt to make sense of their world and express meaning to their lives. 

Feature of Quality 2 The report states that four questions relating to the meaning of life can be 
found when examining Newgrange. The report would have benefitted from focusing on just one or 
two big questions as some of the questions raised are not addressed in the report, such as why is 
there suffering and is there a heaven?  The report provides some good evidence that people living 
in Ireland more than 3,00 years ago believed in an after-life, believed in hope in the darkest hours 
and possibly even believed in a God or Divine Reality.

Feature of Quality 3 The student shows some evidence of reflection in the final slide when 
s/he acknowledges that each person will interpret Newgrange and the part it plays in addressing 
questions about the meaning of life differently. The report concludes ‘I have learned about the 
meaning of life and questions that go along with it’, though we are not given any further information 
about this. The report would have been enhanced if the student shared their personal response to 
the questions (what happens when we die and is there a God/Gods/Divine reality) and showed a 
capacity to engage with the questions and draw their own conclusions.  

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:		         In line with expectations

	     


