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CBA 1 - STORYTELLING USING MYTH

TASK  
The student imaginatively reworks the myth of 
Cupid and Psyche, telling the well-known story 
from the perspective of Psyche, through the 
medium of a theatrical script.

FORMAT
Theatre script.

TITLE
‘Cupid and Psyche’

TEACHING AND LEARNING

For CBA1 Storytelling using myth, students 
develop their storytelling abilities and learn how 
to bring an idea from concept to realisation by 
engaging creatively with the concept of myth in 
any approach or format, or combination of same, 
of their choosing.

The myth can be presented in a modern context, 
or in the context of the ancient world, but must 
adhere to the conventions and techniques of 
writing a myth as explored in the classroom.

Through this Classroom-Based Assessment, 
students will explore: 

• the benefits and purposes of using myth as a 
form of storytelling 

• the key features of a well-told myth 

• how to develop a myth and prepare it for an 
audience 

• how to develop and refine their storytelling 
ability through the medium of myth.
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INTRODUCTION

These exemplars are drawn from work completed by 2nd year students from different schools over 
a three-week period. The annotations provided for each exemplar refer to the three sets of Features 
of Quality set out in the Assessment Guidelines for each level of achievement (Exceptional, Above 
expectations, In line with expectations).

SAMPLE 3: CUPID AND PSYCHE

This piece is a reworking of the myth of Cupid and Psyche, which explores how the two lovers must 
overcome various obstacles to their love before their ultimate union in marriage. In this version, the 
story is reimagined from the perspective of Psyche and is told through the medium of a theatrical 
script, incorporating elements of the musical theatre form and adapting various settings.
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EVIDENCE OF WORK
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TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

This piece is a creative and well-developed telling of the story but with an imaginative focus on the 
perspective of Psyche. The retelling retains the mystery and strangeness of the gods and the divine 
in the eyes of mortals. The atmosphere of the script if other worldly, even eerie, yet the characters 
and their interactions continue to emphasise the central theme of love.

The conventions and techniques of storytelling displayed quite well. The piece introduces a new 
character (a maidservant named Ismena) to create dialogue when Cupid is not present.  We also see 
the transportation of Psyche into an alternate world, Cupid’s palace. There is a notable reference to 
stage mechanics in representing the winds of Zephyr, and a nice suggestion of the use of a turntable 
to facilitate the final journey of father and daughter and their intimate conversation before parting.

Other techniques invoked in the work include the use of humorous dialogue and the contrasting of 
light-hearted playfulness with mystery and change in tone for dramatic moments, for example, the 
father leaving his daughter on the cliff; and Cupid’s flight. The intimate tone of the conversation 
between father and child at their parting is well-conceived.

The Psyche - Ismena interaction is notable feature. It invokes gender stereotypes in Greek tragedy, 
acknowledging women as voiceless, downtrodden, unrepresented. Some polishing or refinement is 
desirable in the structure and dialogue, but the achievements here are impressive.

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:         Above expectations
     

Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectation


