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Exceptional	         Above expectations	             In line with expectations	         Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS USING THE FEATURES OF QUALITY

The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the features of quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were 
confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of
the NCCA, the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support 
service.

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

Feature of Quality 1 The focus of the research is very interesting in taking two examples from the 
Arts (a poem and a song) and successfully finding evidence to show how both pieces of evidence 
express different understandings of heaven. However, it lacks any explanation or discussion as to 
how this question connects to the human search for meaning. It would also have been helpful to 
cite the resources used for the research. 

Feature of Quality 2 The report focuses on one question and shows clearly how the two pieces 
of evidence relate to this question – What does heaven look like? The second part of the report 
(which focused on Knocking on heaven’s door) is stronger as it points out features of the song and 
uses quotes effectively to comment on the image of heaven and draws some conclusions based on 
these.  It would have further enhanced the report if had shown an understanding of how art is often 
influenced by religious beliefs and if it pointed to where this is evident in the chosen pieces (e.g. 
references to Christian belief in heaven, hell, purgatory and judgement). 

Feature of Quality 3 There is some evidence of personal reflection, albeit limited, and the student 
comes to the overall conclusion that ‘you need to do good to get to heaven’. Further reflection 
on how their project influenced their understanding and evidence of the student’s personal 
engagement with the big questions would have greatly enhanced this report. 

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:		         In line with expectations

	     


