
Junior Cycle CSPE 
Classroom-Based Assessment 

LEARNING OUTCOMES IN FOCUS
Students should be able to:

1.1	 discuss what it means to be human and 
live in a community with rights and 
responsibilities.

2.2	 consider a variety of definitions of 
development and devise their own definition 
of sustainable development.

2.7	 discuss, with evidence, positive and negative 
effects of development in their local area.

2.12		 reflect on what has been learned in this 
strand.

NAME OF CBA
Center Parcs – an investigation on its impact on local 
development in Ballymahon.

TEACHING AND LEARNING CONTEXT	
In the lead up to this CBA the class revisited
previous learning about rights and responsibilities 
in the community and discussed the rights and 
responsibilities that might affect the community 
when a development like Center Parcs opens in the 
locality.

Students considered the concept of development. 
They discussed different types of development, 
what it means to have sustainable development 
and came up with their own definition of 
sustainable development. 

Based on a good knowledge of what development 
and sustainable development mean the students 
brainstormed potential positive and negative        
effects of a development like Center Parcs on the 
area.

Then the students were set the task and split into 
groups of two/three for the purpose of 
completing the CBA. They discussed the directions 
they might take the project, the roles of each group 
member and how they would present their
Individual Action Record.

A useful resource for teaching about local/global 
development:

Grassroots to Government: Financial Justice (sec-
tion 2 pp.16-26)

STUDENT CITIZENSHIP ACTION RECORD

https://www.financialjustice.ie/download/pdf/from_grassroots_to_government_embedding_financial_justice_in_the_leaving_cert_politics_and_society_curriculum.pdf
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Junior Cycle CSPE 
Classroom-Based Assessment 	

Exceptional	           Above expectations	              In line with expectations	            Yet to meet expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the Features of Quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were confirmed 
by a Quality Assurance Group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of the Department of 
Education and Skills Inspectorate, the State Examinations Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers 
Support Service.

FEATURES OF QUALITY

Exceptional 

•	 The action record shows how the student fully and effectively engaged in meaningful action.
•	 The student’s personal reflections on their learning are of excellent quality.
•	 The record is presented in a comprehensive, creative and highly effective manner.

Above expectations 

•	 The action record provides evidence of how the student engaged in meaningful action.
•	 The student’s personal reflections on their learning are of good quality.
•	 The record is presented in an organised, creative and effective manner.

In line with expectations

•	 The action record provides evidence of the student’s engagement in the action.
•	 There is some evidence of personal reflection on their learning.
•	 The action record is presented in an organised manner with some creativity.

Yet to meet expectations 

•	 There is limited evidence of personal engagement in the action taken.
•	 There is very limited evidence of student reflection on learning.
•	 The action record provides a very basic summary of information although it may lack detail and 		
	 creativity.
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Exceptional	           Above expectations	              In line with expectations	            Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

This action record illustrates meaningful action as it is clear that the action undertaken was meaningful to 
the students and arose from genuine interest in a local development project within their community.   
The combination of desk research and going out into the community to interview people is commendable 
and shows the student’s engagement in the action. 

The action was an investigation and as such it was well executed. The action could have been more 
meaningful and effective if the research and data gathered was used to raise awareness - as this was one of 
the goals set out at the start. 

The record could also be enhanced by showing evidence of seeking out different perspectives 
(e.g. from the interview process) expressing both the potential benefits and downsides of development. 

There is evidence of  personal reflection on the learning, particularly showing an awareness of a range of 
skills developed - research, team work, time management, etc. While the record demonstrates that the 
student gained some knowledge and awareness through undertaking the action, the record could be en-
hanced if it included reflections on how the learning relates to the concept of ‘sustainable development’ and 
if the reflections gave more detail on how the learning has impacted on the student and any new under-
standing or personal insights gained.  

The mode chosen for presenting the action record (PowerPoint presentation) is in an organised manner and 
visually attractive.  It might have been improved by the use of further images and visual evidence.

LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 

Best fit on balance judgement =
	     

In line with expectations

The annotations capture observations by the student's teacher, using the Features of Quality, with a view 
to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were confirmed 
by a Quality Assurance Group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of the Department of 
Education and Skills Inspectorate, the State Examinations Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers 
Support Service.
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