
Junior Cycle English: Classroom-Based Assessment
The Collection of the Student’s Texts*

Learning outcomes in focus   
Students should be able to:

OL1 . Know and use the conventions of oral 
language interaction, in a variety of contexts, 
including class groups, for a range of purposes, 
such as asking for information, stating an 
opinion, listening to others, informing, 
explaining, arguing, persuading, criticising, 
commentating, narrating, imagining, 
speculating.

R4 . Use an appropriate critical vocabulary 
while responding to literary texts.

W3 . Write for a variety of purposes, for 
example to analyse, evaluate, imagine, explore, 
engage amuse, narrate, inform, explain, argue, 
persuade, criticise, comment on what they 
have heard, viewed and read.

W8 . Write about the effectiveness of key 
moments from their texts commenting on 
characters, key scenes, favourite images from 
a film, poem, a drama, a chapter, a media or 
web based event.

Teaching and learning context

Students studied The Importance of Being 
Earnest, with a focus on enhancing their 
speaking and critical thinking skills by 
analysing and discussing characters, setting, 
key scenes and plot. Students then planned an 
essay exploring their thoughts, criticisms and 
concerns about either characters or setting/
social class and the impact that these elements 
have on forming the main character/s. 

Some students wrote about the type of 
actor / actress they would select to play the 
main characters, justifying their selection 
by reference to character traits they had 
identified. Others, including this student, 
chose to write about the impact of setting and 
social class on the main characters and how 
their behaviour might have been different 
if they lived in a different time, place and/or 
social class.

Task

Write an essay which argues that the 
characters in ‘The Importance of Being Ernest’ 
would behave differently if they grew up in a 
different time, place and/or social class.

Features of Quality

Text selected by student for assessment: Critical analysis essay

* Students choose two texts from their collection to submit for assessment.

Genre awareness and control/creativity

Writing competence and word choices

Awareness of and shaping for receiver/audience
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Teacher annotations:  
FQ1. Genre awareness and control/creativity

This student demonstrates a clear understanding of 
this genre. An ability to analyse a society is apparent in 
a well-constructed critical analysis essay, which also 
incorporates imaginative and original ideas.

FQ2. Writing competence and word choices

A wide range of vocabulary and a well-executed 
argument demonstrates the student’s competence when 
commenting and speculating on a character’s social 
class. The student’s ability to compare and contrast 
societies to draw logical conclusions is particularly 
impressive. Language is persuasive as the student 
confidently and coherently argues their point of view 
with sufficient support from ‘The Importance of Being 
Ernest’.

FQ3. Awareness of and shaping for receiver/
          audience

The student is aware of the formality of the task and 
structures the essay accordingly. It is clear that the 
student drew on prior learning and/or research to 
sufficiently prove the points being made. There are few 
errors and the minor mistakes that occur do not detract 
from the overall standard of this piece.  

Level of achievement:  
Best fit on balance  judgement =  

            Exceptional  

Features of Quality:  
Exceptional 

The student’s text shows creativity and command of the 
chosen genre.
The writing is highly competent, marked by original 
ideas, and imaginative word choices are perfectly suited 
to the purpose of the text.
The work is fully shaped for its intended receiver/
audience.

Above expectations 

The student’s text shows very good control of the chosen 
genre.
The writing is consistently competent, and effective word 
choices are very well matched to the purpose of the text.
The work is clearly shaped with the receiver/audience in 
mind.

In line with expectations 

The student’s text shows good awareness of the chosen 
genre.
The writing is generally competent, and word choices 
match the purpose of the text well.
Content and development of ideas reveal consistent 
awareness of the receiver/audience.

Yet to meet expectations 

The student’s text shows little awareness of the chosen 
genre. 
The writing lacks competence, and word choices may be 
inappropriate to the intended purpose of the text.
Content and development of ideas reveal little awareness 
of a receiver/audience.

Features of quality - teacher annotations and level of achievement

This example represents one text from the student’s 
Collection of Texts. The student selected this and one 
other text to submit for assessment. Looking at a number 
of examples, teachers will see a variety of different text 
types, in a variety of genres.

More examples will be added over time at
curriculumonline.ie

The annotations capture observations by the student’s 
teacher, using the features of quality, with a view to 
establishing the level of achievement this text reflects. 
The annotations and judgement were confirmed by the 
Quality Assurance group, consisting of practicing English 
teachers and representatives of the Inspectorate, the SEC 
and JCT.


