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Exceptional	         Above expectations	             In line with expectations	         Yet to meet expectations

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS USING THE FEATURES OF QUALITY
The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the features of quality, 
with a view to establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations 
and judgments were confirmed by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising 
teachers and representatives of the NCCA, the Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission 
and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

TEACHER ANNOTATIONS
The programme note is very interesting to read and presents the listener with very clear 
musical features to listen out for, demonstrating a good understanding of the genres in 
the performance. 

Both pieces are clearly placed within their historical context, with, for example, clear and 
concise details on the definition of a mazurka. It may have been interesting to explore the 
title of the Einaudi piece, why it is called ‘White Cloud’, and how these clouds are evoked 
throughout the music. There is a nice link between both pieces referencing the romantic 
era features influencing the more modern piece. The student explores romantic elements 
such as rubato, the wide range in dynamics and long lyrical phrases. 

However, the student could improve upon the descriptions of some of the features in the 
‘Chopin’ piece where they are a little unclear at times. For example, the statement: “In 
the middle section of the song there is a change in melody with many accidentals played 
smoothly but gradually getting quieter” is somewhat unclear and would benefit from 
more accuracy in technical language. 

Very good content on the biographical details of both composers showing a high level of 
initiative in research.

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:		        Above expectations

	     


