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CBA 1 - STORYTELLING USING MYTH

TASK  
The student invokes established mythical char-
acters and adapts well-known stories and re-
lationships to create a new myth, underpinned 
by a thoughtful moral message, presented in a 
written narrative.

FORMAT
Written narrative.

TITLE
‘Zeus and Hephaestus’

TEACHING AND LEARNING

For CBA1 Storytelling using myth, students 
develop their storytelling abilities and learn how 
to bring an idea from concept to realisation by 
engaging creatively with the concept of myth in 
any approach or format, or combination of same, 
of their choosing.

The myth can be presented in a modern context, 
or in the context of the ancient world, but must 
adhere to the conventions and techniques of 
writing a myth as explored in the classroom.

Through this Classroom-Based Assessment, 
students will explore: 

• the benefits and purposes of using myth as a 
form of storytelling 

• the key features of a well-told myth 

• how to develop a myth and prepare it for an 
audience 

• how to develop and refine their storytelling 
ability through the medium of myth.
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INTRODUCTION

These exemplars are drawn from work completed by 2nd year students from different schools over 
a three-week period. The annotations provided for each exemplar refer to the three sets of Features 
of Quality set out in the Assessment Guidelines for each level of achievement (Exceptional, Above 
expectations, In line with expectations).

SAMPLE 4: ZEUS AND HEPHAESTUS

This written piece creates a new myth based on the adaptations of characters and mythical stories 
already in existence. Hephaestus hatches a plan with Proteus to exact revenge on his father Zeus 
for the poor treatment he has received at his father’s hands. However, when the plan goes awry, it 
has unexpected results, and sees Zeus and Hephaestus transformed into each other’s body. As the 
plot unfolds and is resolved, a powerful moral message is revealed about the importance of recog-
nising inner beauty and character over superficial, physical looks.
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EVIDENCE OF WORK
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TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

The work shows exceptional awareness of the nature of the gods and how they are represented 
in classical myth; for example, the problems caused by Zeus being a womaniser. his fraught 
relationship with Hephaestus, Hephaestus’s resentment at his treatment at the hands of his mother 
Hera and his sense of insecurity due to his appearance. 

The piece of work skilfully blends all that background knowledge into the student’s own creation of 
a revenge plot. The integration of the student’s creative piece with the contextual knowledge and 
background is exceptional.

The piece is written to a very high quality – but it also has authenticity. There are some minor flaws 
in expression, but the sustained quality of the piece engages and entertains the reader throughout. 
The dialogue is inventive and engaging throughout and is also rooted in a deep understanding of 
the nature of the gods and of mythical storytelling.

The piece consistently shows acute awareness of the features of mythological storytelling and 
stylistic conventions, (for example, when Proteus asks, ‘what brings you to Pharos, Hephaestus, God 
of Fire, Son of Zeus?’). The work has examples of excellent attention to detail. For example, ‘At that 
Zeus glared at Hephaestus his blue eyes not lazy in appearance … but flashing like bolts of lightning’.

The piece ends on a meditative and reflective note, showing awareness of the importance of moral 
messages in myth. The moral offers an insight into the nature of beauty: ‘Zeus agreed to treat him 
with respect and Hephaestus learned the most valuable lesson: unlike physical beauty that might 
initially attract, it’s inner beauty that is true beauty, found in our character and soul.’

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:         Exceptional
     

Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectation


