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“Tip Toe”

When I was writing this piece I
was inspired by my little
brother who is always walking
on his toes and I never know
when he has entered the room.

Example A: Piece 1

Music CBA 1: Example A 
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Piece 1, Student Reflection
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“Rainy Day”

I wanted this piece to sound like
a peaceful walk on a rainy
Autumn day, having nowhere to
be  and  nothing else to do
other than walk in the rain.

Example A: Piece 2
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Piece 2, Student Reflection



5

Music CBA 1: Example A 
Features of quality for Classroom-Based Assessment 1
See Junior Cycle Music: Guidelines for the Classroom-Based Assessments  

Teacher annotations using the features of quality

The annotations capture observations by the teacher, using the features of quality, with a view to 
establishing the level of achievement this work reflects. The annotations and judgments were confirmed 
by a Quality Assurance group, consisting of practising teachers and representatives of the NCCA, the 
Inspectorate, the State Exams Commission and the Junior Cycle for Teachers support service.

This second year student submitted a 4-bar melody entitled ‘Tip Toe’ and an 8-bar melody entitled ‘Rainy 
Day’ from their Composition Portfolio. The student developed their use of Sibelius notation software 
during the creation of these pieces and chose to present the melodies in written format. 

Both pieces display evidence of melodic and rhythmic concepts which are original and imaginative. In 
‘Tip Toe’, the student states that the inspiration for this composition was their little brother who is always 
sneaking around on his tip-toes. The music is composed in a major key and in 4/4 time which reflects the 
simplicity of the character’s movement. The use of staccato cleverly conveys the idea of a child tip-toeing, 
which is original and imaginative. This piece is realised well for its intended youthful audience. ‘Rainy Day’ 
was created to illustrate a peaceful walk on an Autumn day. The melody is realised well for its audience, 
making use of repetition in bars one and five and the student comments that this is because we have rain 
nearly every day in Ireland. The falling melodic line in bars 4 and 7 give the impression of the rain falling. 
The piece ends with a clear cadence. 

In both pieces, the student shows an adequate level of understanding of the appropriateness of the chosen 
instrument, which is the piano. However, the student chose only to utilise the treble clef of the piano. In 
the student reflection, there is reference to including slurs and dynamics. Feedback indicated that this 
is an area which could be improved in the future as well as further exploration of the pianos bass line or 
harmonic potential as an instrument for composition. 
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Teacher Annotation 

Piece 1: 	 Tip Toe	  	 Format: 	 Written  
Piece 2: 	 Rainy Day 	 Format: 	 Written

Overall judgement: In Line with Expectations 

Exceptional In line with 
expectations

Above 
expectations

Yet to meet 
expectations

https://www.curriculumonline.ie/getmedia/38743663-f701-4574-8c8e-702d6dc315c1/AssessmentGuidelines_Music.pdf



