
Learning outcomes in focus   
Students should be able to:

R6 . Read their texts for understanding and 
appreciation of character, setting, story and 
action: to explore how and why characters 
develop, and to recognise the importance of 
setting and plot structure 

R7 . Select key moments from their texts and 
give thoughtful value judgements on the main 
character, a key scene, a favourite image from 
a film, a poem, a drama, a chapter, a media or 
web based event 

R8 . Read their texts to understand and 
appreciate language enrichment by examining 
an author’s choice of words, the use and effect 
of simple figurative language, vocabulary and 
language patterns, and images, as appropriate 
to the text

O2 . Engage actively and responsively within 
class groups in order to listen to or recount 
experiences and to express feelings and ideas 

O3 . Engage in extended and constructive 
discussion of their own and other students’ 
work

W1 . Demonstrate their understanding that 
there is a clear purpose for all writing activities 
and be able to plan, draft, re-draft, and edit 
their own writing as appropriate 

W2 . Discuss their own and other students’ 
written work constructively and with clear 
purpose

W6 . Use editing skills continuously during 
the writing process to enhance meaning and 
impact: select vocabulary, reorder words, 

phrases and clauses, correct punctuation 
and spelling, reorder paragraphs, remodel, 
manage content

Teaching and learning context

Linking in with Anti-Bullying Week in our 
school, students read the novel Lord of the 
Flies and the poem ‘Back in the Playground 
Blues’ by Adrian Mitchell. We focused on a 
key moment where the mountain is on fire and 
explored the author’s use of language to evoke 
disaster. We also discussed the evolution of 
the plotline and the way the author created 
tension. 
Students created a proposal, individually, for 
a piece of writing they would create from a 
list of pre-taught genres; discussed their ideas 
with their peers in small groups; created a first 
draft; gave and received scaffolded feedback 
from their peers and from the teacher. They 
then created a second typed draft which they 
shared digitally with each other and with their 
teacher.

Task

Write a piece of fiction.

Features of Quality
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Text selected by student for assessment: Short Story

* Students choose two texts from their collection to submit for assessment.
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Teacher annotations:  
FQ1. Genre awareness and control/creativity

The text showed very good control of the genre – the 
narrative voice and narrative structure were both strong 
and the writer effectively builds up tension and suspense.

FQ2. Writing competence and word choices

The writing is highly competent and there are some 
imaginative word choices that are suited to the purpose 
of the text. The student used detailed descriptions, 
imagery and realistic dialogue to successfully create 
tension. In places, there is scope to work on phrasing and 
word choices.

FQ3. Awareness of and shaping for receiver/
          audience

The story has a clear conclusion and resolution of 
tension. However, the lack of paragraphs affected the 
coherence of the piece and shows a lack of awareness 
of the impact a lack of paragraphs has on the audience/
receiver’s experience of reading it. 

Level of achievement: 
Best fit on balance  judgement =      
         
            Above expectations 

F eatures of Quality:  
Exceptional 

The student’s text shows creativity and command of the 
chosen genre.
The writing is highly competent, marked by original 
ideas, and imaginative word choices are perfectly suited 
to the purpose of the text.
The work is fully shaped for its intended receiver/
audience.

Above expectations 

The student’s text shows very good control of the chosen 
genre.
The writing is consistently competent, and effective word 
choices are very well matched to the purpose of the text.
The work is clearly shaped with the receiver/audience in 
mind.

In line with expectations 

The student’s text shows good awareness of the chosen 
genre.
The writing is generally competent, and word choices 
match the purpose of the text well.
Content and development of ideas reveal consistent 
awareness of the receiver/audience.

Yet to meet expectations 

The student’s text shows little awareness of the chosen 
genre. 
The writing lacks competence, and word choices may be 
inappropriate to the intended purpose of the text.
Content and development of ideas reveal little awareness 
of a receiver/audience.

Features of quality - teacher annotations and level of achievement

This example represents one text from the student’s 
Collection of Texts. The student selected this and one 
other text to submit for assessment. Looking at a number 
of examples, teachers will see a variety of different text 
types, in a variety of genres.

More examples will be added over time at
curriculumonline.ie

The annotations capture observations by the student’s 
teacher, using the features of quality, with a view to 
establishing the level of achievement this text reflects. 
The annotations and judgement were confirmed by the 
Quality Assurance group, consisting of practicing English 
teachers and representatives of the Inspectorate, the SEC 
and JCT.


