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CBA 1 - STORYTELLING USING MYTH

TASK  
The student takes a well-known myth, the 
Twelve Labours (or Tasks) of Heracles, and 
presents it in a hand-written standard retelling. 
Hand-drawn illustrated sketches relating to the 
narrative are integrated throughout the work.

FORMAT
Hand-written narrative, accompanied by 
sketches.

TITLE
‘The Twelve Labours of Heracles’.

TEACHING AND LEARNING

For CBA1 Storytelling using myth, students 
develop their storytelling abilities and learn how 
to bring an idea from concept to realisation by 
engaging creatively with a myth in any approach 
or format, or combination of same, of their 
choosing.

The myth can be presented in a modern context, 
or in the context of the ancient world, but must 
adhere to the conventions and techniques of 
writing a myth as explored in the classroom. 

Through this Classroom-Based Assessment, 
students will explore: 

• the benefits and purposes of using myth as a 
form of storytelling 

• the key features of a well-told myth 

• how to develop a myth and prepare it for an 
audience 

• how to develop and refine their storytelling 
ability through the medium of myth.
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INTRODUCTION

These exemplars are drawn from work completed by 2nd year students from different schools over 
a three-week period. The annotations provided for each exemplar refer to the three sets of Features 
of Quality set out in the Assessment Guidelines for each level of achievement (Exceptional, Above 
expectations, In line with expectations).

SAMPLE 1: THE TWELVE LABOURS OF HERACLES

This sample is a hand-written re-telling of each of the Twelve Labours of Heracles. It is accompa-
nied by hand-drawn colour illustrations. The narrative offered is a standard re-telling of the well-
known myth. It includes an introductory page setting out the background to Heracles being asked 
to undertake the tasks, detailing the goddess Hera’s scheming in making him mad so that he kills his 
family before seeking penance at the Oracle at Delphi. The work includes some moral reflections at 
the end.
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EVIDENCE OF WORK
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TEACHER ANNOTATIONS

Overall, the work offers a recapitulation of the myth of the twelve tasks of Heracles. It is essentially 
a summary or retelling, with no deviation from the standard narrative of these myths.

The work does have facets of mythical storytelling in the language used. For example, in Labour 1, 
the lion is ‘luring men to save [the captured women]; in Labour 2, we are told that ‘the swamp was 
covered in a poisonous mist’. However, this becomes more perfunctory afterwards.

The work includes reference at the end to three morals. These observations demonstrate awareness 
of suffering. It is worth considering how the morals could have been integrated into the piece 
throughout rather than added at the end. For example, Heracles could offer insights in an interview 
or the narrative could have reported Heracles’ perspective.

The work features an imaginative modern twist with the illustration of a hand sanitiser 
accompanying the telling of Heracles’ fifth labour, cleaning the Augean stables. This insertion 
acknowledges the impact of Covid-19 and is an imaginative nod towards a contemporary issue in 
telling the myth.

The piece is a standard retelling of all twelve myths. In the scoping stage, the choice could have 
been made to hone in on one or two myths and explore how they might be told from different 
perspectives. With the narrower scope, opportunities to be more creative or imaginative might have 
been usefully explored.

OVERALL JUDGEMENT:         In line with expectations

     

Exceptional           Above expectations              In line with expectations            Yet to meet expectation


