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Primary Mathematics Toolkit – Support material

Shape and space: Shape – Suggestions for key language 

STAGES 1 – 4 (JUNIOR INFANTS TO SIXTH CLASS)

This list is not exhaustive. Please add to this as appropriate.

SHAPE

oval       circle         square      triangle      semi-circle
       rectangle     pentagon                   hexagon     heptagon     octagon
           nonagon      decagon sides           angles        corner          lines 
    points           larger          smaller                    equal              congruent
           similar         symmetry                           symmetrical     tessellate 
  above         below      beside          next to 
           between     inside      outside  on top of           under
           length     width           height         perimeter
       volume       circumference            radius    diameter
      flat        curved                     zig-zag         thick               thin
     narrow      loop             straight
      roll        rotate          reflect                                flip            slide
on            off         above              below       between
  beside                                  in front of   beneath       left/right
sharp curved       straight     pointy      rounded

            cube          rectangular         cuboid  sphere      cone
    cylinder          pyramid                    triangular prism 
    faces      edges             base            vertices 
 apex       curved surface                      flat surface       straight      curved
horizontal                    vertical       diagonal        parallel  perpendicular 
        angle           vertex       acute                 right angle
        straight angle                obtuse angle  reflex angle 
      polygon               parallelogram quadrilateral         dimensions
       properties    categorise                           classify 
combine         construct  deconstruct     net




